
It is very easy to search for images in Flickr or Google, but it 
can be difficult to decipher whether you are allowed to use the 
images you find.

If you want to be sure to only find material that is 
freely available, you can keep an eye out for the 
widely used Creative Commons symbols.

Creative Commons (CC) is a global nonprofit organization with 
the purpose of ensuring that creative material is shared in a 
legal and transparent way. CC provides a search engine, where 
you can search for material that is shared under a CC Licence.

When you find images through CC the combination of different 
symbols will tell you, what you can do with the images and on 
what conditions. The CC symbols are:

Attribution
All CC licenses require that you must give the 
copyright holder credit the way they request, but 
not in a way that suggests they endorse you or 
your use.

ShareAlike 
The copyright holder lets you copy, distribute, dis-
play and modify their work, as long as you distrib-
ute the resulting material on the same terms.
 
NoDerivs 
The copyright holder lets you copy, distribute and 
display only original copies of their work. 

NonCommercial 
The copyright holder lets you copy, distribute, 
display and (unless they have chosen NoDerivs) 
modify and use their work for any purpose other 
than commercially.

NoCopyright
The copyright holder has dedicated their work to 
the public domain, which means you can copy, 
modify and distribute the work, even for commer-
cial purposes.

Be proactive! and reuse, remix and share images with a Cre-
ative Commons license to help strengthen the digital sharing of 
creative works.
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As a student or employee at Aarhus School of Architecture, your 
use of images in the context of the school is mostly covered by 
the school’s agreement with Copydan Billeder.

This means that you can use other people’s images in assign-
ments, final projects, lectures, internal information materials or 
compendiums. You can use images from the internet, books, 
magazines etc.

Remember! that even though the 
school has an agreement with 
Copydan, you still have to credit 
the copyright holder of the imag-
es you use.

Please keep in mind that the 
school’s agreement with Copydan 
only applies as long as you are a 
student or employee here. Photo by Andy Wright

This means that if you have produced material (ex. a final proj-
ect, brochures or compendiums) at the school, where you have 
used images that are not your own or copyright-cleared, then 
you can’t use these materials for job applications, projects out-
side the school and so on. Nor can you publish such materials 
on the internet.

Fortunately there are many e-resources that can help you find 
high quality, free images (as well as text, code, animations etc.) 
that are available for everyone’s use.

www.freeimages.com

www.creativecommons.org

www.everystockphoto.com

www.commons.wikimedia.org

By using images from these sites you can both avoid breaking 
copyright law and ensure that the material you produce at Aar-
hus School of Architecture remains usable in the future. 
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