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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

JANUARY 04 

NATIONAL/               

Science/         

1. COVID VACCINE 

 The central government has given permission to the "COVAXIN" corona vaccine, which is made entirely in 

India by Bharat Biotech, and the "COVISHIELD" corona vaccine, which was developed in collaboration with the 

University of Oxford to be available to the public. 

 COVISHIELD vaccine was developed by Serum Institute of India, Pune with the collaboration of Britain 

AstraZeneca Institute. 

 CDSCO (Central Drugs and Standards Committee) formally approved this move. 

1.                 
                                             “         ”            

                                    “         ”          
                                                  . 

                                                                          

                                               . 

                           (CDSCO)                      

Economics 

2.PRIVATE EQUITY & VENTURE CAPITAL 

Private equity & venture capital firms invest $598 mn in Tamil Nadu. 

PRIVATE EQUITY VENTURE CAPITAL 

Private investment in developed companies. Private investment usually in a startup. 

Large investment. Comparatively small investment. 

Low risk. High risk. 

Helps to expand the firm. Helps to establish the firm. 

 

2.                             

                                                $598                      . 

                       

                              
     

                                  
     

                      

                                 

                                                

 

3.Input Tax Credit (ITC) 

 Earlier – One should not take more than 10% ITC available from their supplier. 

 Now – 5 % 
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 So, 95% of invoices should be matched. 

VIVAD SE VISWAS – Direct tax 

 It was announced by Finance Minister in budget speech 2020. 

 Aim: To settle the pending cases related to direct tax. 

 Specifications: The taxpayer is not required to pay the interest and penalty if he pays the disputed amount 

by March 31, 2020. 

 After March 31, 2020 – some additional amount should be paid. 

 Scheme Validity: Till June 30, 2020. 

 This scheme applies to all cases pending at any level. 

 Appellant   Authority Certificate(15 days valid) 

 Note: Sabka Viswas Scheme – Indirect taxes. 

3.             (ITC) 

      –               10%                                          

     . 

        – 5%      . 

      95%                        . 

                

     2020                                  . 
       :                                             . 

             :                   31, 2020                                 

                                 . 

      31, 2020          -                             . 

                      :     30, 2020. 

                                                            . 

           →        →         (15                 ) 

      :                   -         . 

4.Agricultural Produce Marketting Committee (APMC) 

 It is a marketing system established by State governments to protect farmers from the oppression of the 

intermediaries under the APMC Act,2003. 

 1st APMC – Hyderabad in 1886. 

 NAM links all the APMCs. 

 e-NAM is an online trading portal which offers information related to agricultural products. 

4.                          (APMC) 

                             (APMC)     , 2003                     

                                                                      

       . 

 1                            (APMC) - 1886                

           . 

                                APMC                        (NAM) 

        . 

 e-NAM                               ,                            

                . 
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5.National Population Register(NPR) vs National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

National Population Register National Register of Citizens 

Usual residents of the country (one who is staying for past 6 months) Citizen of India 

Includes foreigners who are staying in India. Doesn’t include foreigners. 

All over India. Only in Assam (as of now) 

Last updated in 2011 Updated in 2019 

Proposed to be updated except Assam (because of NRC) Updated 

 

5.                      (NPR)                         (NRC) 

                                          

                           (     6        

               ) 
            

                                    .             
          . 

            .  

 

             (       

   ) 
         2011                 2019                 

 

          (  .  .          )                  

                      

             

 

6.FOOD SAFETY & STANDARDS (Prohibition & Restriction on Sales) REGULATIONS 

 Through the amendment, FSSAI capped TFA (Total Fatty Acids) in oils and fats to 3% for 2021 and 2% for 

2022. 

 It was in 2011, India first passed a regulation oF TFA – 10% and in 2015 5%. 

 Applies to: Edible refined oil, vanaspati(partly hydrogenated oils), Margarine, Bakery shortening, vegetable 

fat spreads, mixed fat spreads. 

 Reason: Transfats are associated with an increased risk of heart attacks and death from coronary artery 

disease. 

 During the pandemic, increase in non-communicable diseases. 

 Cardiovascular disease and diabetes increase the risk of Covid patients. 

 According to World health Organisation(WHO), 5.4 L deaths/year 

 World health Organisation (WHO) – Global elimination of trans fats by 2023. 

6.                           (                             ) 

          

              , FSSAI                             TFA (             

       ) ஐ 2021    3%     , 2022    2%             . 

 2011   ,                                      TFA (             

       )  - 10%      2015    5%             . 
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                  :                           ,        (     

                     ),        ,              ,               ,      

      . 

      :                                                               

           . 

                 ,                      . 

                                                               . 

                      (WHO),       5.4            . 

                   (WHO) - 2023                                   . 

7.Central Vigilance Commission 

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) says its executives to finalise cases pending from 2011 – 2018 within May 31. 

About: 

 Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) – Independent Statutory body. 

 Aim: To curb corruption in government officials. 

 It was an apex vigilance institution created in 1964, based on the recommendations of the Santhanam 

Committee. 

 It was initially created using an executive order and was conferred statutory status in 2003. 

 It submits its report to the President. 

 It is an independent body and responsible only to the Parliament. 

 Composition: 1+2 

 Appointment: Appointed by President of India on the recommendation of a committee. 

 (Committee – PM, Home Minister, LoP in Lok Sabha( if no Leader of opposition, then the leader of second 

largest party)). 

 Tenure: 4 years or 65 age(whichever is earlier). 

 Reappointment: not eligible for reappointment. 

 Removal: By President under proved misbehaviour or incapacity. 

 First Chief Vigilance Commissioner of India - Nittoor Srinivasa Rao. 

 Current Chief Vigilance Commissioner: Sanjay Kothari 

 Note: Central Vigilance Commission is not an investigating agency and Central Bureau of Investigation(CBI) is 

an investigating agency. 

7.                      (CVC) 

                     (CVC)                2011 - 2018                  

           31                   . 

         : 

                      (CVC) -                       . 

       :                                   . 

                                      1964                            

         . 

                                                          2003    

                        . 

                                         . 

                                                       . 

                    : 1       + 2           
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       :                                                         (   - 

      ,             ,                          (                     

     ,                           )). 
          : 4            65        (         ). 

          :                            . 

       :                                                                  . 
                                    -                  . 

                              :              

      :                                           ,                  

                 . 

8.SIC (State Information Commission) 

 Reason: full information not provided to Ashok Khemka under RTI. 

 Ashok Khemka filed a petition against Js.S.N.Dhingra Inquiry Commission set up in May 2015 to inquire 

granting of CLU (Change of Land Use) licences in Gurgaon village during Bhupinder Singh Hooda gvt 

(congress). 

 The report was submitted in 2016 

 If proved guilty, it draws Penal action under Section 20 of the act. 

About: 

 SIC –Independent Statutory body. 

 Quasi – Judiciary functions. 

 Aim: To provide information through RTI Act and look into complaints related to the same. 

 It was initially created using an executive order and was conferred statutory status in 2003. 

 It submits its report to the Governor. 

 It is an independent body and responsible only to the State Legislature. 

 Composition: 1+not more than 10. 

 Appointment: Appointed by Governor on the recommendation of a committee. 

 (Committee – CM, State Cabinet Minister nominated by CM(should not hold the office of profit), LoP in 

Legislative Assembly( if no LoP, then the leader of second largest party)). 

 Tenure: 5 years or 65 age(whichever is earlier). 

 Reappointment: not eligible for reappointment. 

 Removal: By President under proved misbehaviour or incapacity. 

 First SIC of Tamil Nadu – S.Ramakrishnan 

 Current SIC – R.Rajagopal 

8.                 (SIC) 

      :                                                     

            . 

                      (         )                      CLU (                 ) 

                                2015                     .  .  .      
                                                         . 

        2016                 . 

                         ,            20                               

       . 

          : 
                 (SIC)–                 . 

     -                   . 
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       :                                               ,             

                . 

                                                          2003 RTI 

                             . 

                                   . 

                                                           . 

                    : 1       +           10          . 

       :                                              (   -      , 
                                         (                      ), 

                           (                          ,              

             )). 
          : 5            65     (         ). 

          :                            . 

       :                                                          . 
                                -   .          

                           -   .          

9.Tamil Academy – Delhi 

 The Government of Delhi has set up a Tamil Academy to promote the Tamil language and culture. 

 Chairman – Manish Sisodia 

 Vice chairman – N. Raja 

9.              –       

           ,                                                           . 

       -                

           -   .       

10.January 03, 2021 

 291th birthday of Rani Velunachiyar. 

 She was born on January 03, 1730 to the Raja Sellamuthu Sethupathy of Ramanathapuram. 

10.      03, 2021 

                   291-              . 

          03, 1730                                                     . 

11.Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 

 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana mission was launched on June 25th, 2015. 

 This mission provides housing for all urban poors. 

 Under this scheme, which was launched in 2015, a grant of Rs. 1.66 lakhs is being provided by the Central 

Government for the construction of houses for the economically weaker sections. 

 Abdul Latif Kanay, 65, of Kashmir, was awarded the Best Housing Award under the Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri presented 

the awards for best house building under the scheme via video conferencing. 

11.                                

                                              –     25, 2015 
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 2015-                                                                  

                                 .1.66                            . 

                                                                           65 

                                             . 

                                                                   ,       

                                                                           

        . 

12.Kochi-Mangalore natural gas pipeline project 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the natural gas pipeline project between Kochi, Kerala and 

Mangalore, Karnataka on January 5, 2021. 

 The Kochi-Mangalore natural gas pipeline project is considered to be the key milestone of the One Nation, One 

Gas Grid project. 

 Gail India has undertaken this project of laying pipes at a distance of 450 km.  

12.       -                             

                                                                         

                                 5, 2021                    . 
        ,                                                 -            

                           . 

 450   .                                                                  . 

INTERNATIONAL/                

13.General.QASIM SOLEIMANI  

 His 1st death anniversary is being organized january 3. 

 He was an Iranian general 

 A top leader in U.S drone strike in Iraq - assassinated. 

13.     .              

      1                    3                 . 

                      . 
                                                         -         

          . 

14.Joe Biden’s win is to be challenged in Senate 

 He won a landsliding victory in 2019 election with 306-232 against Trump. 

 On Jan 6, he is being challenged in Senate. 

 Jan 20,2021 he is to be formally sworn in as 46th President of USA. 

14.                                           

 2019                        306-232                                  . 
      6        ,                             . 
      20,2021                46                                     . 
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15.PATENT AMENDMENT RULES, 2020 

 Patent rules have been amended. 

 It streamlines the procedures further. 

 Form 27 – Submitted annually by the patentee for single or multiple patents. 

 Joint form 27 – if a patent is granted to more than one person. 

 Time period: 6 months ( earlier – 3 months). 

 Rule 21 – if the priority documents required is submitted already in WIPO digital library, it is not required to 

be submitted again in IPO. 

15.                         , 2020 

                            . 

                                . 

      27 -                                                   

               . 

          27 -                                        . 

     : 6        (     - 3       ). 

      21 - WIPO                                                    ,    

      IPO                          . 

Appointment/          

16.Madhya Pradesh High Court Chief Justice 

Justice Mohammad Rafiq is the new Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh High Court. 
 

16.                                            
                             26-                                          . 


