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I. Introduction.

Learning English at school we study not only the language, but also different facts and information about geography, culture, traditions and history of Great Britain. When I was younger, the fact that the head of the UK is the queen became unexpected for me. That is why I tried to find information about famous British kings and queens. So the theme of my work is “The nicknames of British monarchs”. 

The aim of my work is to find out the meaning of the British kings or queens’ nicknames.

The tasks are:	- to find and study information about the British monarchs, their 		 short biography;
-  to give the characteristics of monarch’s full name;
- to find out what kinds of nicknames the British monarchs had;
- to classify the reasons of getting nicknames;
- to analyze the obtained information;
  
 The object is the kings and queens of Great Britain.
The subject is their names.

Logan Pearsall Smith an American-born British essayist and critic said “Our names are labels, plainly printed on the bottled essence of our past behavior.” So my hypothesis is the nickname of the king, as a part of his real name, reflects his distinctive acts or outstanding merits.

To prove my hypothesis I used the following research methods:
1) search and examination of information
2) analysis
3) classification
4) generalization












II. The definition of the word “nickname”. 

According to the Oxford Dictionary a nickname is an informal, often humorous, name for a person that is connected with their real name, their personality or appearance, or with something they have done .
Examples:
· We always use the nickname Beth for our daughter Elizabeth.
· "Darwin" was the nickname he was given at high school, because of his interest in science.
Nicknames can have negative and positive meanings. They can used before, after or instead the real name.





























III. Forms of monarch’s name.

The full name of the monarch is usually made up of a long lines of titles and can be divided into six main groups:


For example the full name of the British King Henry IV sounds as: Henry IV Lancaster, King of England, Earl of Derby, Duke of Hereford, Bolingbroke.

1. Birth name - Henry
2. Ordinal number – the fourth
3. Surname - Lancaster
4. Throne name – King of England
5. Title names - Earl of Derby, Duke of Hereford  
6. Nickname – Bolingbroke

As the full names were long they used during the official ceremonies. In other cases they divided in separate parts:

1. King Henry IV – according to the royal title
2. Henry Lancaster – according to the name and surname
3. Henry IV English – according to the throne name
4. Henry Hereford or Henry Derby – according to the noble’s titles
5. Henry Bolinbgbroke – according to the nickname



IV. Classification of  the nicknames of the British monarchs.

Many great and not so great Kings and Queens have ruled Britain over past 1 000 years. Some became famous for their achievements, some for their lifestyle, some left no trace in history at all.
I studied information about sixty – four British monarchs ( see Appendix ) and found out that only 26 had official nicknames that can be divided in eight groups. The arguments for these nicknames were: 

   


































Place of king’s birth.

Some kings of England got their nicknames used in the full names according to the places of their birth.

1. Henry III of Winchester (reign 1216 – 1272) was born in Winchester castle.
2. Edward II of Caernarfon (reign 1307 – 1327) was born in Caernarfon Castle in North Wales.
3. Henry IV of Bolingbroke (reign 1399 – 1413) was born in Bolingbroke castle.  
4. George II of Hannover (1727 – 1760) was  the last British monarch born outside Great Britain: he was born in northern Germany.

King’s appearance.

The appearance of a person has always been one of the main reason for giving nicknames. So some British monarchs had the nicknames because of their external features.

1. Sweyn I Forkbeard (reign 1014 – 1016) was called so because of the form of his moustache not a beard.
2. William II Rufus (1087 – 1100) often was angry and became red in his face.
3. Edward I nicknamed Longshanks (1272 – 1307) due to his great height and stature, was perhaps the most successful of the medieval monarchs. The first twenty years of his reign marked a high point of cooperation between crown and community. In these years, Edward made great strides in reforming government, consolidating territory, and defining foreign policy.
4. Richard III Croockback (1483 – 1485) was called so because of his physical defect.

Personal qualities.

The personal qualities of the kings and queens were also an occasion for their nicknames.

1. Ethelred The Unready (979 – 1013) was a diffident  person and often made “ill - advised” decisions. So there was no wisdom nor progress in his rule.

King’s hobbies or habits.

1. Edmund II Ironside (1016) was a great military leader and spent much time in battles against Danes. He always wore his military uniform made up of iron plates protecting his body.
2. Harold I Harefoot (1035 – 1040) was a very good runner excellent hunter.
3. Henry I Beauclerc (1100 - 1135 got his nickname due to his love for languages and science.
4. Henry II Curtmantle (1154 – 1189) liked to wear short raincoats which were made according to the French and Spanish design.                            

King’s achievements.

1. Alfred The Great (871 – 899)  had a reputation as a learned and merciful man who encouraged education, proposing that primary education be taught in English, and improved his kingdom's legal system, military structure and his people's quality of life.
2. Edgar  The Peaceful (959 – 975) was a very tactful politician and tried to avoid the wars.
3. Edward The Confessor (1042 – 1066)paid great attention to religious values and ascetism.
4. William The Conquerror (1066 – 1087) was born in France. He attacked and invaded England in 1066. King William was the 1st King to have been crowned at Westmister Abbey which has been the site of all coronations ever since. King William also started the Domesday Survey, which was a huge record of England and its people. The Domesday book was the first national census.
5. Richard The Lionheart (1189 – 1199) was very brave, strong, cruel to the enemy man, he was famous for his Crusades.
6. Henry V The Star of England (1413 – 1422) was one of the military leader in the Hundred Years War between England and France.       
7. Negative meaning of the nickname.Mary I Tudor  (1553 – 1558) is more known as Bloody Mary was very cruel. Her executions of Protestants led to this nickname. The day of her death was celebrated as the national holiday.
8. Queen Elizabeth I (1558 – 1603) is famous for being an excellent tactitian. She fought off the most powerful naval fleet on the Earth at that time (the Spanish Armada), with England's small naval fleet. During her reign many new territories were discovered and annexed by England. She was very popular in her country so people called her “Good Queen Bess”. 
9. The reign of Queen Victoria (1837 – 1901) is known as the Victorian era. It was a period of industrial, cultural, political, scientific, and military changes in the United Kingdom. Under her rule the UK became the most develop and Powerful state in the world. Her citizens were proud of her and called the queen “The Grandmother of Europe”.

Death.

Two British monarchs got their nicknames after their death.

1. Edward The Martyr (975 – 978) was murdered at the age of sixteen.
2. Lady Jane Dudley or the Nine-Day Queen (1553), was an English noblewoman and de facto monarch of England and Ireland from 10 July until 19 July 1553. Lady Jane Grey had an excellent humanist education and a reputation as one of the most learned young women of her day. She was executed with her husband and considered to be a political victim.

Short forms of real names.

1. Queen Victoria (1837 – 1901) full name was Alexandrina Victoria. So her child’s nickname was Drina the shortened name from Alexandrina.
2. The nickname of the last British Queen Elizabeth II ( 1952 – present) is Lilibet.

Other reasons.

1. Queen Elizabeth I (1558 – 1603) had the second nickname. She never married, had no children and was often called the “Virgin Queen”. 
2. William IV (1830 – 1837)  served in the Royal Navy in his youth and was nicknamed the "Sailor King".
  

























V. Practical Part.

V.I. Confirmation of the hypothesis.

I studied the information about 66 British monarchs and find out that only 26 of them have nicknames and two of them have two nicknames. All nicknames were classified and divided into 8 groups. 

According to my research the monarchs were nicknamed because of their: 

	№
	King / queen
	nickname
	reason

	1
	Henry III
	of Winchester
	Place of birth

	2
	Edward II
		of 	Caernarfon
	Place of birth

	3
	Henry IV
	of Bolingbroke
	Place of birth

	4
	George II
	of Hannover
	Place of birth

	5
	Sweyn I
	Forkbeard
	King’s appearance

	6
	William II
	Rufus
	King’s appearance

	7
	Edward I
	Longshanks
	King’s appearance

	8
	Richard III
	Crookback
	King’s appearance

	9
	Ethelred
	the Unready
	Personal qualities

	10
	Edmund II
	Ironside
	Hobbies / habits

	11
	Harold I
	Harefoot
	Hobbies / habits

	12
	Henry I
	Beauclerc
	Hobbies / habits

	13
	Henry II
	Curtmantle
	Hobbies / habits

	14
	Alfred
	the Great
	Achievements 

	15
	Edgar
	the Peaceful
	Achievements

	16
	Edward
	the Confessor
	Achievements

	17
	William
	the Conqueror
	Achievements

	18
	Richard
	the Lionheart
	Achievements

	19
	Henry V
	the Star of England
	Achievements

	20
	Mary I
	Bloody
	Achievements

	21
	Elizabeth I
	Good Queen
	Achievements

	22
	Victoria
	Grandmother of Europe
	Achievements

	23
	Edward
	the Martyr 
	Death

	24
	Lady Jane
	the Nine-Day Queen
	Death

	25
	Victoria
	Drina
	Short form of the real name

	26
	Elizabeth II
	Lilibet
	Short form of the real name

	27
	Elizabeth I
	Virgin Queen
	Other reasons

	28
	William IV
	Sailor King
	Other reasons





As you can see from the table the largest group is connected with the achievements of the monarchs during their reign. The results of the research can be presented in the following diagrams:
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V.II. Author’s versions of nicknames.

The interesting fact is that after the reign of 	Queen Victoria any monarch didn’t have official nickname.
I study the information about these monarchs more carefully, paying attention to the most significant facts of their life and created my own versions of their nicknames. 
George V could be “Will Be Heard”.  In 1932 on December 25 George V made the king’s New Year's radio speech for the first time in Great Britain. The text of the royal address was written by Rudyard Kipling.

Edward VIII abdicated to marry with divorced Wallis Simpson because the government of Great Britain did not agree to it. At the same time he declared: "I found impossible … to fulfill the king's duties without the help and support of the woman which I love". So he could be nicknamed “Love Alone.”

George VI was first of all as a symbol of fight of Great Britain and the countries of the British Empire against Nazi Germany in World War II. He constantly visited troops, the military enterprises, docks and hospitals all over the country. I called him “Hopefulness”.

































VI. Conclusion.

My hypothesis was -  the nickname of the king, as a part of his real name, reflects what he really did for his state. From the results of my research I can make the conclusion that the hypothesis was confirmed.
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APPENDIX.
	Monarch
	Reign

	HOUSE OF WESSEX

	Egbert
	802-839

	Aethelwulf
	839-858

	Aethelbald
	858-860

	Aethelbert
	860-866

	Aethelred
	866-871

	Alfred the Great
	871-899

	Edward 
	899-925

	Athelstan
	925-940

	Edmund I
	940-946

	Eadred
	946-955

	Eadwig 
	955-959

	Edgar the Peaceable
	959-975

	Edward the Martyr
	975-978

	Ethelred II( the Unready)
	979-1013 and 1014-1016

	Edmund II (Ironside)
	1016

	DANISH

	Svein Forkbeard
	1014

	Cnut 
	1016-1035

	Harold I
	1035-1040

	Hardicnut
	1040-1042

	SAXONS

	Edward (the Confessor)
	1042-1066

	Harold II
	1066

	NORMANS

	William I The Conqueror
	1066-1087

	William II Rufus
	1087-1100

	Henry I Beauclerc
	1100-1135

	Stephen
	1135-1154

	Empress Matilda (Queen Maud)
	1141

	PLANTAGENETS

	Henry II Curtmantle
	1154-1189

	Richard Ithe Lionheart
	1189-1199

	John
	1199-1216

	Henry III of Winchester
	1216-1272

	Edward I Longshanks
	1272-1307

	Edward II of Caernarfon
	1307-1327

	Edward III
	1327-1377

	Richard II
	1377-1399

	HOUSE OF LANCASTER

	Henry IV of Bolingbroke
	1399-1413

	Henry V the Star of England
	1413-1422

	Henry VI
	1422-1461

	HOUSE OF YORK

	Edward IV
	1461-1483

	Edward V
	1483

	Richard III Croockback
	1483-1485

	TUDORS

	Henry VII
	1485-1509

	Henry VIII
	1509-1547

	Edward VI
	1547-1553

	Jane Grey the Nine-Day Queen
	1553

	Mary I Bloody
	1553-1558

	Elizabeth I Good Queen Bess
	1558-1603

	STUARTS

	James I
	1603-1625

	Charles I
	1625-1649

	COMMONWEALTH

	Oliver Cromwell
	1649-1658

	Richard Cromwell
	1658-1659

	STUARTS (restored)

	Charles II
	1660-1685

	James II
	1685-1688

	William III
	1689-1702

	Mary II
	1689-1694

	Anne
	1702-1714

	HOUSE OF HANOVER

	George I
	1714-1727

	George II of Hanover
	1727-1760

	George III
	1760-1820

	George IV
	1820-1830

	William IV Sailor King
	1830-1837

	Victoria the Grandmother of Europe
	1837-1901

	SAXE-COBURG-GOTHA

	Edward VII
	1901-1910

	WINDSOR

	George V
	1910-1936

	Edward VIII
	1936-1936

	George VI
	1936-1952

	Elizabeth II Lilibet
	1952 - present




1


Birth name.


2


Ordinal number which differed this monarch from other with the same name.


3


Surname or family name.


4


5


6


Throne name which a monarch person got becoming the king / the queen.


Title name, usually more than one.


Nickname with the positive meaning.
















place of the king's birth 


personal qualities


king's achivements 


short form of the real name 


king's hobby or habits   


death


king's appearance


other
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