


A Word From Agora

Dear delegates, guests, sponsors and speakers, 

It was a great pleasure to be your host at the 11th Global 
Blockchain Congress at the Sofitel Hotel in Dubai, the 
UAE. We were honored to receive a tremendous 
turnout despite the turbulent time in the market over 
the past year and a half. Your presence was a symbol of 
the blockchain community’s tenacity and of the Global 
Blockchain Congress’ state as a constant bridge of 
value between industry stakeholders.

The GBC has a tremendous track record in the UAE, a 
country it now considers home. We have hosted more 
than 1,250 investors and 275 blockchain projects across 
all GBC events. Attending projects, who come to us 

from all around the world, have raised millions of 
dollars and developed priceless partnerships through 
connections developed at our events. 

The 11th edition was another successful iteration of the 
GBC. Between March 6 and 7, we welcomed more than 
50 speakers, 150 investors, 18 sponsors, 25 media 
partners and more than 300 delegates. We had special 
guests coming from the newly-launched Venom Foun-
dation and Iceberg Capital funds, together controlling 
more than $2 billion in capital aimed at Web3, block-
chain and crypto projects. 

The presence of a high quality and quantity of funds, 
venture capitalist groups, high-networth individuals, 
sovereign wealth funds and family conglomerates 
provided an auspicious landscape for our 18 sponsors 
to share their visions. We are happy to have delivered 
on our promise of putting our sponsors face-to-face, 
via our one-to-one meeting format, with some of the 
most coveted financiers in the MENA region. 

To our sponsors and investors, we extend our gratitude 

Jad Malaeb

Chief Content Writer
Agora Group



once again, for it’s your presence and belief in these 
events that make the GBC so special. The success of 
our event would’ve been di�cult without support from 
our partners TDeFi, Kelsier Labs and Crypto Oasis -- we 
appreciate you greatly. 

A final note: We are proud to announce that the GBC is 
now traversing international waters and heading 
around the globe. The first European Edition of the 
Global Blockchain Congress will take place on July 
24th and 25th in London, England. Like all our events, 
this will be an exclusive, closed-door congress pairing 
blockchain sponsors with investors actively looking to 
inject capital and develop partnerships.

We hope to see you all there. 
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Marketing Reach

Companies & organizations
contacted

1,500+

Event brochures emailed

2,500+

Phone calls made to decision
makers

2,000+

Size of our Database & reach

34,000+

Questionnaires filled
400+

Views on live streamed videos

50,000+
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Program - Day 1: Monday, March 6th, 2023

Registration and Refreshments

Opening Remarks - Welcome Note
- Jad Malaeb - Chief Content Writer, Agora Group
- Gordon Einstein - Founder, CryptoLaw Partners

Panel Discussion
Dubai Metaverse Strategy - Goals & Challenges
The Strategy aims to build on the city’s achievement of 
attracting more than 1,000 companies in the fields of 
blockchain and metaverse.
It also promotes the Emirate’s ambitions to support more 
than 40,000 virtual jobs by 2030. How is it going so far? 
Moderator: 
- Nikita Sachdev - Founder & CEO, Luna Media Corporation
Panelists:
- Valerie Hawley - A�liate Founding Partner, True Global  
   Ventures
- Saqr Ereiqat - Co-Founder & Managing Partner, Crypto  
   Oasis Sentio
- Karim Banna - Head of Web3, Brinc MENA
- Gaurav Dubey - Founder & CEO, TDeFi

08:00 - 09:00
60 Minutes

09:00 - 09:10
10 Minutes

Keynote Opening Address
Peter Knez - Chairman, Venom Ventures Fund

09:10 - 09:30
20 Minutes

09:30 - 10:00
30 Minutes

10:00 - 10:20
20 Minutes

International Keynote Address
The Evolution of the Music Experience: How 
and When Web3 will Replace Streaming
Robb McDaniels - CEO, The Beatport Group

11:25 - 13:10
1hr 45 Minutes

Presentation
Leading the Era of Enterprise & Government 
Adoption of Blockchain Technology
Mrinal Manohar - Co-Founder & CEO, Casper Labs

10:20 - 10:30
10 Minutes

Presentation
The Futuristic Power of Cryptocurrency in 
Automotive
Luke Willmott - Co-Founder & COO, AutoCoinCars

10:30 - 10:40
10 Minutes

Presentation
The Future of Fine Art: How NFTs Can Fix The 
Problem
Jordan Parkes - Co-Founder & CEO, Angelo

10:40 - 10:50
10 Minutes

Presentation
Revolutionizing Sports Investment and Fan 
Engagement: How MYFC is Disrupting the 
Industry with Blockchain and Tokenization
Hugo Cortez - Co-Founder & CEO, MYFC

10:50 - 11:00
10 Minutes

Co�ee Break & Networking Session11:00 - 11:25
25 Minutes

Prayer and Lunch Break13:10 - 14:00
50 Minutes

Meeting 1 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 2 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 3 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 4 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 5 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 6 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 7 - 15 Minutes



Panel Discussion
Digital Assets Market: What After the Bear Market 
of 2022? 
2022 has been a very bad year for the crypto market. 
This panel will take a look at how 2023 is shaping up to 
be for the digital asset market. 
Moderator:
- José F. Pereira - Investments Lead, Caerus Ventures
Panelists:
- Francisco Oliva-Vélez - Managing Partner, Plaintext Capital
- David Chreng - Founding Partner, LeadBlock Partners
- Asim Ahmad - Partner, Eterna Capital
- Alex Mukhin - Co-Founder & Managing Partner, 
Cryptomeria Capital

14:00 - 14:30
30 Minutes

15:45 - 17:00
1 hr 15 Minutes

Meeting 8 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 9 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 11 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 12 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 10 - 15 Minutes

15:40 - 15:45
5 Minutes

17:00 Chairman Closing Remark and End of Day One 

Co�ee Break & Networking Session

Panel Discussion 
The Toughest Challenges for Digital Assets Lie 
Ahead, Not in the Rear-View Mirror
Despite a very tough 2022, challenges for the digital 
assets market remain robust and very present. From 
ESG concerns, to regulation, to the “stability” of stable 
coins, many questions remain to be answered. 
Moderator:
- Juliet Su - Partner, NewTribe Capital  
Panelists:
- Cindy Amar - Executive Director, Matrixport
- Josep Aliagas - Managing Partner, DIS Capital
- John Peng - Founding Partner, BitRock Capital
- Jeremy Wallis - Founding Partner, New Form Capital

15:10 - 15:40
30 Minutes

Panel Discussion
Are Digital Assets Safe Havens Against Inflation?
Despite all the hype as digital gold, cryptocurrencies have 
failed to demonstrate either “safe haven” or inflation- 
fighting properties when faced with actual market 
volatility or the first real bout of serious inflation in 
developed markets.
Moderator:
- Kevin Quintanilha - Fund Manager, Whale.One
Panelists:
- Paula Tavangar - Principal, SwissBorg Ventures
- Sam Katiela - CEO & Founder, Mamemo Group
- Maher Al Kaabi -  Independent Board Member, Alserkal      
  Group

14:40 - 15:10
30 Minutes

14:30 - 14:40
10 Minutes

Presentation
Flu�es: A Web 2.5 Brand
Joshua Nguyen - Co-Founder & CEO, Flu�es



Program - Day 2: Tuesday, March 7th, 2023

Registration and Refreshments

Opening Remarks and Welcome from the 
Chairman of the Congress 

Panel Discussion
How to Fundraise During a Crypto Winter
Moderator:
- Mina Baher - Product Development Specialist,      
   BeInCrypto
Panelists:
- Vineet Budki - CEO & Managing Partner, Cypher Capital
- Luz Adell - Partner, Draper B1
- Amit Mehra - Partner, Borderless Capital
- Mohamed Ezeldin - Head of Tokenomics, Animoca Brands

Panel Discussion
The Future of Gaming
Moderator:
- Mehdi Farooq - Senior Tokenomics Analyst,   
   Animoca Brands
Panelists:
- Sarah Abuagela - Head of Investment, Ceras Ventures
- Serge Ajamian - Founder & CEO, Centauri Digital Asset  
   Group
- Ilya Tokhner - Partner, Ghaf Capital Partners
- Rishabh Gupta - Director of Operations, TDeFi

08:00 - 09:00
60 Minutes

09:00 - 09:05
5 Minutes

09:05 - 09:35
30 Minutes

09:35 - 10:05
30 Minutes

Presentation
Mass Adoption for the (Blockchain) Metaverse
Jamie Thomson - CEO, Vulcan Forged

10:05 - 10:15
10 Minutes

10:15 - 10:25
10 Minutes

Presentation
Digital Gold Rush: Texas Bitcoin Mining
Ryan Nuckolls - Managing Partner, Mothership Mining

10:25 - 10:35
10 Minutes

Presentation
Revolutionizing Global Timeshare on Web 3
Bernard Lau - CEO & Co-Founder, Staynex

10:35 - 10:45
10 Minutes

Presentation
A Simple Way to Invest in Nature
Aaron Bumgarner - Founder & CEO, Outsyde, Inc.

Co�ee Break & Networking Session10:45- 11:00
15 Minutes

Prayer and Lunch Break 13:00 - 14:00
60 Minutes

11:00 - 13:00
2 Hours

Meeting 13 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 14 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 15 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 16 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 17 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 18 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 19 - 15 Minutes

Meeting 20 - 15 Minutes



Panel Discussion
Crypto Adoption in 2023
Following the Crypto winter of 2022, a number of 
drives will contribute to an increase in crypto adoption 
this year both on an individual and institutional level: 
Expanding Regulations, More institutional investors 
actively investing in crypto and Web3 integration into 
businesses especially in the luxury segment.
Moderator:
- Rudy Shoushani - Founder, DxTalks
Panelists:
- Mrinal Manohar - Co-Founder & CEO, Casper Labs
- Luke Willmott - Co-Founder & COO, AutoCoinCars
- Robert Abenante - Executive Chairman, Cavallo Group
- Anna Tutova - CEO, Coinstelegram

14:00 - 14:30
30 Minutes

Powered by TDeFi & TD.VC

The Global Blockchain Congress Awards 
Ceremony and Closing Remarks.

16:00

Co�ee Break & Networking Session15:30 - 16:00
30 Minutes

Panel Discussion
The Metaverse - What Value Does the Metaverse 
Bring to Established and Legacy Businesses
Moderator:
- Oliver von Wol� - Co-Founder & CEO, Helion Ventures
Panelists:
- Tobias Bauer - Partner, Blockchain Founders Fund
- Dylan Sharkey - Managing Partner, Zen Capital
- Deeban Ratneswaran - CEO, GD10 Capital
- Fabio La Franca - Founder & CEO, Blueverse Ventures

14:30 - 15:00
30 Minutes

Panel Discussion
What Will the Future of NFTs Look Like
Moderator:
- Gideon Davis - Co-Founder & CMO, Kelsier Labs
Panelists:
- Valeriya Minaeva - Head of IR, 1inch Network
- Adrien Moisson - Founder & CEO, Wild Meta Earth
- Prateek Dwivedi - Co-Founder & CPO, 5ire

15:00 - 15:30
30 Minutes



Event Gallery



Networking Sessions

One-on-one Meetings



Cocktail Reception

Gala Dinner



GLOBAL BLOCKCHAIN CONGRESS AWARDS

1st Place

MYFC

2nd Place

Staynex

3rd Place

Casper Labs



Speakers

Alex Mukhin
Co-Founder &
Managing Partner
Cryptomeria Capital

Peter Knez
Chairman
Venom Ventures Fund

Amit Mehra
Partner
Borderless Capital

Anna Tutova
CEO
Coinstelegram

Aaron Bumgarner
Founder & CEO
Outsyde, Inc.

Adrien Moisson
Founder & CEO
Wild Meta Earth

Asim Ahmad
Partner
Eterna Capital

Cindy Amar
Executive Director
Matrixport

Bernard Lau
CEO & Co-Founder
Staynex

David Chreng
Founding Partner
LeadBlock Partners

Deeban Ratneswaran
CEO
GD10 Capital

Fabio La Franca
Founder & CEO
Blueverse Ventures

Gaurav Dubey
Founder & CEO
TDeFi

Gideon Davis
Co-Founder & CMO
Kelsier Labs

Gordon Einstein
Founder
CryptoLaw Partners

Hugo Cortez
Co-Founder & CEO
MYFC

Francisco Oliva-Vélez
Managing Partner
Plaintext Capital

Ilya Tokhner
Partner
Ghaf Capital Partners



Maher Al Kaabi
Independent Board
Member
Alserkal Group

Luke Willmott
Co-Founder & COO
AutoCoinCars

Kevin Quintanilha
Fund Manager
Whale.One

Luz Adell
Partner
Draper B1

Karim Banna
Head of Web3
Brinc MENA

Juliet Su
Partner
NewTribe Capital

José F. Pereira
Investments Lead
Caerus Ventures

Josep Aliagas
Managing Partner
DIS Capital

Joshua Nguyen
Co-Founder & CEO
Flu�es

Jeremy Wallis
Founding Partner
New Form Capital

John Peng
Founding Partner
BitRock Capital

Jordan Parkes
Co-Founder & CEO
Angelo

Mina Baher
Product Development
Specialist
BeInCrypto

Mehdi Farooq
Senior Tokenomics
Analyst
Animoca Brands

Nikita Sachdev
Founder & CEO
Luna Media Corporation

Oliver von Wol�
Co-Founder & CEO
Helion Ventures

Mohamed Ezeldin
Head of Tokenomics
Animoca Brands

Mrinal Manohar
Co-Founder & CEO
Casper Labs



Valerie Hawley
A�liate Founding Partner
True Global Ventures

Vineet Budki
CEO & Managing
Partner
Cypher Capital

Valeriya Minaeva 
Head of IRPartner
1inch Network

Robert Abenante
Executive Chairman
Cavallo Group

Rudy Shoushani
Founder
DxTalks

Prateek Dwivedi
Co-Founder & CPO
5ire

Rishabh Gupta
Director of Operations
TDeFi

Robb McDaniels
CEO
The Beatport Group

Paula Tavangar
Principal
SwissBorg Ventures

Tobias Bauer
Partner
Blockchain Founders
Fund

Sam Katiela
CEO & Founder
Mamemo Group

Saqr Ereiqat
Co-Founder &
Managing Partner
Crypto Oasis Sentio

Ryan Nuckolls
Managing Partner
Mothership Mining

Sarah Abuagela
Head of Investment
Ceras Ventures

Serge Ajamian
Founder & CEO
Centauri Digital
Asset Group



1Inch Network

5ire

8186 Capital

Adaverse

ADGM

Ali Mousa Holding Group

Almak Capital

AlphablockZ Ventures

Alserkal Group

AmazeWallet

Angelo

Animoca Brands

Apollo Crypto

Aptero

Asas Capital

Astra Capital

Audacia Capital

AutoCoinCars

Autograph Ventures

BeInCrypto

Belkota Holding WLL

Binance

BitGo

BitRock Capital

Head of IR

Co-Founder & CPO

General Partner

Investment Manager

Executive Director

CEO

Managing Partner

Founder

Independent Board Member

CEO

Co-Founder & CEO

Head of Tokenomics

Executive Advisor

CEO & Co-Founder

CIO

Co-Founder & Partner

Founder & CEO

Founder & CEO

Founder & CEO

Product Development Specialist

Managing Director

Strategic Partnerships

Director

Founding Partner

Partial List of Companies Who Attended

Director

Founder & CCO

Director

Partner

Founder

Private Equity Manager

Co-Founder

Founder & CEO

Partner

Venture Partner

Managing Partner

Head of Web3

Investments Lead

Founder & CEO

Co-Founder & CEO

Executive Chairman

Founder & CEO

Co-Founder

Senior Strategist

Head of Custody, EMEA Emerging Markets

CEO

CEO

Managing Partner

Co-Founder & Managing Partner

Block Armour

Block Asset Management

Block Theory Capital

Blockchain Founders Fund

BlockDelta

Blue Mango Capital

Blue7

Blueverse Ventures

Borderless Capital

Brain VC Fund

Brinc

Brinc MENA

Caerus Ventures

Carter Capital

Casper Labs

Cavallo Group

Centauri Digital Asset Group

Ceras Ventures

Chainalysis

Citi Bank

Coinstelegram

Consensus Capital

Coral Capital

Crypto Oasis Sentio



CryptoArt Fund

CryptoLaw Partners

Cryptomeria Capital

Cypher Capital

DanceFight

DAOFund

DeCapital

DEX Ventures

Diginova

DIS Capital

DMCC

Draper B1

Dubai Green Fund

DWTC

DxTalks

Emirates Investment Authority

Emirates NBD

Eterna Capital

Family O�ce

Ferrum Network

Flu�es

Foundership Capital

Foundry Six

Futurent

G.WORLD

GameVerse

General Partner

Founder

Co-Founder & Managing Partner

CEO & Managing Partner

CEO & Co-Founder

Founder

Partner

Founding Partner

Director  

Managing Partner

Executive, Crypto Centre

Partner

Investment Director

Senior Manager

Founder

Director

Senior Manager

Partner

Investment Director

Partnerships Manager

Co-Founder & CEO

Head of Capital

CEO & Co-Founder

CEO & Founder

CEO

Founder & CEO

GD10 Capital

Ghaf Capital Partners

Green Coast Investments LLC

Greenfield Capital

GrowValley Ventures

growX

Hashed Emergent

Helion Ventures

Honeybee Tech Ventures

IBC Group

Iceberg Capital Ltd

Immuse

Inacta

Intuitio Ventures

Iron Capital

KaPower

Kasei Holdings

Kelsier Labs

Kinetex Network

Kola Labs

Kube VC

Lbank Labs

LeadBlock Partners

London Capital

Lost Club Toys

Luna Media Corporation

CEO

Partner

Investment Manager

Partner

CEO

Venture Partner

Venture Partner

Co-Founder & CEO

CTO

Business Development Partner

Director

CEO

Founder

Managing Director

Founder & CEO

Executive Director

Chair of the Board of Directors

Co-Founder & CMO

Co-Founder

Co-Founder

Partner

CMO

Partner

Managing Director

Co-Founder

Founder & CEO



MahaDAO

Mamemo Group

Masary Capital

Matrixport

MetaGameHub DAO

Modus Capital

Momentum 6

Mothership Mining

MYFC

New Form Capital

NewTribe Capital

Nexo

Niftyz

NonceVC

ŒĐIL

Outsyde, Inc.

PhyGiverse Network

Pimlico Partners

Plaintext Capital

Recruin

Safa Capital

Sasco Holdings Limited

Scytale Ventures

SEBA Bank AG ADGM

SL2 Capital

Starterbites Ventures LLC

Staynex

Sukna Ventures

SwissBorg Ventures

TD.VC

TDeFi

Tech Labs VC

Tezos Cognitive Ventures

The Beatport Group

The Hbar Foundation

The Private O�ce of Sheikh 
Saeed Bin Ahmad Al Maktoum

The Private O�ce of Sheikh 
Saeed Bin Ahmed Al Maktoum

Tholus Capital

Thompson Family O�ce

Titan Advisory AG

Triskelion VC

True Global Ventures

Tykhe Block Ventures

Utopian Capital

Venom Ventures Fund

We Founder Circle

Whale.One

Wild Meta Earth

Wings Capital

Zen Capital

Zokyo Move

Creator

CEO & Founder

Co-Founder

Executive Director

Founder

Partner

Partner

Managing Partner

Co-Founder & CEO

Founding Partner

Partner

Co-Founder & Managing Partner

CEO & Co-Founder

Partner

Chief Operations O�cer

Founder & CEO

CEO

Co-Founder

Managing Partner

Director of Operations

CEO

Chief Operating O�cer

Founder

Director

Head of Portfolio Management

Director - Global Partnerships
& Investment

CEO & Co-Founder

Partner

Principal

Partner

Founder & CEO

Business Development Executive

Managing Director

CEO

CEO

Key Account Manager

Director - International Ventures

Managing Partner

Advisor

Founder & CEO

Managing Director

A�liate Founding Partner

Founding Investment Partner

Founder

Chairman

Venture Partner

Fund Manager

Founder & CEO

Founding Partner

Managing Partner

General Partner



The cocktail party was a convenient and e�ective way to network and 
settle into the event. It provided an excellent opportunity to meet new 
people and make valuable connections.

The event was a great platform to showcase our product and get 
valuable feedback from potential investors and partners.

Lastly, the gala dinner was exceptional and a night to remember. It was 
great to get to know everyone better and build relationships for the future.

Overall, I am happy that the event was a success, and I look forward to 
returning with future projects. Thank you again for the opportunity to be 
a part of it!

Khaled Jama - GameVerse, Founder & CEO

Thank you so much for the opportunity to be part of your 11th GBC. I 
wanted to express my sincere appreciation for the excellent organiza-
tion of the event. Everything ran smoothly, and the attention to detail 
was impressive.
In addition, the venue was perfect and provided a great atmosphere for 
the event. I also wanted to mention that the level of the attendees was 
very high, which made for some fantastic discussions and networking 
opportunities. Overall, it was a truly positive experience and I look 
forward to attending future events organized by Agora.

Josep Aliagas - DIS Capital, Managing Partner

It is my second edition at Agora and I keep saying that it is the best event 
an investor or a project can attend. 

Panels are interesting but not only that, the crowd is exactly what you 
are looking for. A connection between serious investors and ambitious 
projects. The organization is smooth and the team is helpful and 
professional. Raising funds or looking for connections and projects? 
Come to the next edition of Agora, and I’ll see you there!

Kevin Quintanilha -  Whale.One, Fund Manager

The event is a great platform for professionals gathered under one roof 
to share current trends in various ‘Digital Assets’ and showcase their 
experience and foresight of upcoming developments. Additionally, the 
event also provides a platform for startup companies to share their 
development and create an echo system for collaboration.

Maher Al Kaabi - Alserkal Group, Independent Board Member

I have been participating Agora event for the past few years and I find it 
very useful for project owners to match make with potential investors 
and users! Keep up the good work Team Agora and continue with the 
match making event. The blockchain and new technology projects need 
such events to have another avenue of raising funds.

Meng Chan Shu - Connect Blockchain DMCC, CEO

Thanks again for the invitation! Everything was great. Lots of new 
connections, and new promising startups that we find because of 
Agora's networking event. It's pity that I missed the 10th edition due to 
business trips. I won't miss your event next time!

Taras Marchuk - Astra Capital, Co-Founder & Partner

Agora certainly was one of the better events I've attended this year 
where the management brought together a very selective and curated 
set of builders and backers under one roof. Thanks to Hadi and the team 
for being such a great host!

Nilotpal Mukherjee - Momentum 6, Partner

Futurent has had the pleasure of being part of several Agora events, and 
they have consistently exceeded our expectations. We acknowledged it 
as our main priority – a top fundraising event globally, so we anticipated 
great things from The Global Blockchain Congress, but the event 
managed to surpass even our highest expectations.

Despite the challenges that the fundraising landscape has presented recently, 
attending the Blockchain Congress was an experience that makes you 
want it to last. It brought together exceptional minds, superb organiza-
tion, and vast potential right in the heart of Dubai – everything we could 
have wished for. Our utmost appreciation goes to the incredibly support-
ive Agora team for making this event possible & we eagerly await our next 
opportunity to come together at the highly anticipated premiere in London.

Alen Dolsak - Futurent, CEO & Founder

Testimonials



The Agora Group are great hosts! As always, the event was extremely 
well organized with well curated startups and investors. It was great to 
catch-up with some old friends and also make some new acquaintances. 

In addition to the strong startups and investors, the keynotes and panel 
discussions provided a solid backdrop of the latest happenings in Web3. 
They made sure that everyone felt welcome and took extra care to 
connect people. A must-to-attend if you're in the region. I'm already 
eager for the next one!

Amit Mehra - Borderless Capital, Partner

It has been an honour and privilege for so many members of the Cypher 
Team such as our Chairman Bill Qian and our CEO Vineet Budki to have 
been invited to speak at and participate in the most prestigious and 
most innovative events in the web3 and Blockchain industry. I can 
confidently say, without fear or favor, that GBC matches these events 
stride for stride. One simply needs to look at the luminaries in 
attendance to know how well regarded this event is and deservedly so. 
We at Cypher Capital will be back next year. Agora remain best in class 
when it comes to arranging these events and their continuous striving 
to further improve their o�ering serves them exceedingly well.

Cypher Capital

Thank you for making sure I attended the GBC this year. It is by far my 
favorite event of the year due to the one on one access with the 
founders which saves so much time in evaluating potential new 
investments. 

I would like to pass my sincere regards to the founders of Agora as they 
have consistently went above and beyond in my expectations of 
organizing events, timeliness of schedules and making it both a pleasure 
and productive experience.

Hussein Tantawi - Iceberg Capital, Director

From an organizational view, everything was very smooth. Checking in 
and organizing the sitdowns with the di�erent projects was very well 
executed. The Gala Dinner and Cocktail Reception were fantastic as it 
allowed for great networking opportunities and created a nice tight knit 
environment.

The presentations were very well done and appropriate given the 
current climate of the market. I walked away with some nice insights 
and perspectives I would've not thought of.

Overall great experience and looking forward to the next one!

Emilio Padulo - Animoca Brands, Senior Tokenomics Analyst

Agora’s GBC was an incredible experience from start to finish!

The team did an excellent job of providing opportunities for networking 
among attendees, which really added to the overall value of the event. It 
was clear that a lot of care and attention had gone into planning the 
event and making sure that everything ran smoothly.

If you're interested in crypto investments, this is the event for you. 

Danut Topala - Iron Capital, Founder & CEO

Agora has exceed my expectations on how a Project-VC event should 
be organized. The meetings were well organized, well paced and every 
project was given su�cient time to introduce their concepts to the VCs, 
with enough o� time in between to socialize and mingle around with 
the rest of the participants.  It was one of the events that I find that the 
fees was worth every dollar spent, and was happy to take away the 
experiences, lessons and contacts obtained in this 2 day event.  It has 
been an honour to be invited by Agora to come and pitch Staynex at the 
event, and will be keen to attend future versions.

Bernard Lau - Staynex, CEO & Co-Founder

Agora has been a staple in Dubai crypto events over the years. They 
continue to bring together thought leaders, investors, and unique 
perspectives in a fantastic setting. I highly recommend this conference!

Jeremy Wallis - New Form Capital, Founding Partner

Agora has consistently put on one of the marquee events of the Dubai 
Blockchain events calendar. Great to meet founders and experts from 
around the globe, flocking to the Crypto Oasis.

Saqr Ereiqat - Crypto Oasis Sentio, Co-Founder & Managing Partner



This is the 4th time that we have participated in Agora’s GBC and Agora’s 
team have been nothing but utmost welcoming & very helpful to our 
project! 

Every time that we were working on a fundraise, we’ve been treated very 
kindly and they’ve been bringing investors and helping our project grow. 
The level of follow-up after the events are very critical and they’ve been 
doing an excellent job both pre and post event. 

I couldn’t recommend the Global Blockchain Congress more.

Neil Kapoor - Casper Labs, Business Development

GBC 2023 Dubai was a great experience! It was our first time there and 
we were positively surprised by the caliber of investors & founders alike.

Thanks to Agora's matchmaking we had over 15 investor 1-to-1s and 
many more informal chats. Presenting on the main stage as sponsors 
also gave our project much greater visibility across all attendees. The 
social events, accommodation, and conference venues were all great 
too. Shout out to the whole Agora team for being super responsive and 
helpful before and throughout the event!

We'll definitely be back for the next edition!

Edoardo Testa - Angelo, Co-Founder & COO

Agora’s Global Blockchain Congress has been super valuable for TDeFi 
in the last 3 years and also for the general ecosystem. 

We have seen our projects go from start-ups to investors and larger 
grant providers, just through the lenses of Agora’s GBC. 

I think it is a great platform for investors and start-ups to meet. The 
format is amazing & I think they’re the only ones to do it right in this 
region. 

Gaurav Dubey - TDeFi, Founder & CEO

I think this year’s 11th version of the GBC was fantastic. Agora has done 
a great job of curating some of the greatest minds in the region and 
internationally to really bring us all together. 

I think what I love the most is that it’s small & intimate. It’s not a 10,000 
person conference and really the folks you meet can identify how they 
can work with you, how you can work together and collaborate on 
numerous projects and also on fundraising. 

I suggest anyone to come and checkout the conference if they can!

Yasin Aboudaoud - Brinc, Managing Partner

Thank you again for inviting BitRock and me to the conference. The 
event was very well organized and focused. The speakers, especially the 
keynote speakers were very high caliber subject experts and the social & 
networking events were well managed and e�cient.

Overall, it was an excellent event - Agora’s team has done an outstanding 
job.

John Peng - BitRock Capital, Founding Partner

The GBC exceeded my expectations with its impressive lineup of 
speakers, prominent investors, and reputable companies. As CEO of 
MYFC, I was thrilled with our experience at the event. The organization 
was top-notch, allowing us to schedule and successfully conduct over 
25 meetings with potential investors in just two days. Overall, it was a 
very positive and productive experience for us

Hugo Cortez - MYFC, Co-Founder & CEO

Thank you for having me here at the Global Blockchain Congress in 
Dubai. It’s been an absolutely fantastic two days. I’ve had amazing 
meetings with investors who are interested in our project. I think that 
Agora has done a really good job of putting great startups with great 
investors together and kept to that promise. It was definitely worth the 
13 hour trip from Berlin!

Daniel Grove - Lost Club Toys, Co-Founder

I just want to extend my extreme appreciation to Agora Group for not 
only inviting me and giving me the chance to speak, also for being so 
flexible in terms of the schedule and working with me on that. I have to 
say this is one of the very best events that I’ve ever been to. Both the 
organization of it and the people that attended it, so thank you very 
much.

Peter Knez - Venom Ventures Fund, Chairman



Thank you for hosting me at the 11th Edition Global Blockchain 
Congress. It was a pleasure attending the event, and I appreciate the 
e�ort put in by the team to make it a success.

The speakers were knowledgeable and provided valuable insights into 
the blockchain industry.

Paolo Ghisotti - FiveAlpha Asset Management AG, CEO

It was an amazing experience to meet all the Blockchain ecosystem 
leaders at one place and to understand their perspective towards 
Blockchain ecosystem. Agora group as usual nailed it with no compro-
mise on anything else than the industry standards.

Pathanjali Sharma - AlphablockZ Ventures, Vice President

It was a great event, & we're already looking forward for the next Agora 
destination.

A big thank you to the team for all the preparation, hopefully we'll get 
the opportunity to meet soon.

Khalid Mazouz - 8186 Capital, General Partner

I was very impressed by the curation of attendees, the right balance of 
talent and investors, and by the competence level of everyone. I’ll be 
back for sure!

Fabio La Franca - Blueverse Ventures, Founder & CEO

I have seen GBC grow hugely since its inception. Perhaps one of the 
best private events Middle East has got so far. Really enjoyed being a 
part!

Ritam Gupta - Nonce VC, Partner 

A very well organised event with quality people and arranged in a setting 
where people can network comfortably.

Asim Ahmad - Eterna Capital, Partner

It was a pleasure to attend both days of the GBC this year. I truly enjoyed 
meeting a lot of familiar faces from the investing circle in Dubai. Also, 
the projects introduced were very interesting.

Some of the best parts about the event are: few people but good 
people, great personal attention from the team, curated list of startups 
and speakers, & great venue and hospitality.

Pranav Agarwal - Foundership Capital, Head of Capital

I would like to pass on my sincere thanks to the Agora team. THE GBC 
was very well organised with some very interesting projects. 

I met some wonderful people and have passed a couple of projects to 
my investment committee for review. Thanks for a great event!

Kevin Ballard - Block Asset Management, Founder & CCO

The GBC was a high quality event and it was great to be among other 
projects and VCs who know what they’re talking about and share the 
same vision for blockchain tech.

Overall, we are satisfied with the conference, especially the face to face 
meeting with VCs.

Ed Ball - AmazeWallet, COO

Overall, it was a great and well-organized Agora event in terms of the 
quality of participants, meeting arrangements and agenda. The exclusiv-
ity of the attendees made it pleasant to network and connect with 
like-minded people. The panel discussions and keynotes were diverse 
and fruitful and covered the most relevant blockchain and Web3 topics.

Sarah Abuagela - Ceras Ventures, Head of Investment

From all the events in Dubai, Agora's event has the best quality 
audience, focused on right objectives and most of all - great family-like 
organizers. Love to be part of it any day!

Karnika E. Yashwant - Utopian Capital, Founder

It was an honor and privilege to participate and speak at the 11th GBC. 
Ghaf Capital has had a phenomenal relationship with Agora, and we 
look forward to future events and future collaboration.

Ilya Tokhner - Ghaf Capital Partners, Partner



Agora pulled o� yet another successful Global Blockchain Congress less 
than 4 months after the last edition. The quality of the start-ups 
presenting was better than I expected and the panel discussions were full 
of high quality content. The venue, although no quick escape to the 
beach was possible this time, was excellent with great food and beverage 
experiences. Big kudos to the Agora team for a superb organization and 
considering attending the Southeast Asia edition in the fall.

Hans Diederen - Apollo Crypto, Executive Advisor

Agora’s Global Blockchain Congress is one of the top events in Dubai's 
calendar.

Agora Group always brings together the best talents, enterpreneurs and 
investors, enriching the Dubai's existing blockchain ecosystem. It is a 
great platform for all attendees to learn, to be motivated and 
understand investment opportunities in this emerging technology.

Sai Kunnath - Masary Capital, Co-Founder

The Agora event is an important and essential part of the ecosystem, as 
it became a platform of interesting personalities, sophisticated content, and 
a wonderful place of exploring, discovering and as well making potential 
leads for business outcomes in the future. I would highly recommend 
for everybody to be part of it, to visit it, and as well to get involved.

Sam Katiela - Mamemo Group, CEO & Founder

Congratulations to Agora group on successfully holding another 
rocking Blockchain Congress. It's a testament to Dubai's leading 
position in this space. Despite the bear market sentiments, it attracted 
many investors, top executives and startups alike. Agora's GBC has 
stamped its authority as the leading event in Blockchain in this region.

Samir Jain - Belkota Holding, Managing Director

It was a pleasure attending Agora's GBC 11th Edition, Dubai. The venue 
was fantastic, the organisation was exemplary, and the Agora Team's 
superb energy facilitated networking and interaction throughout the 
di�erent events leading to new/deeper relationships to push Web3 
forward collectively. Many thanks, Agora Team!

José F. Pereira - Caerus Ventures, Investments 

Over the years Agora has gone from strength to strength, energising 
trends that matter and bringing experienced people together to generate 
opportunities of global importance and material value. As volatility 
increases across the world's markets, sentiment is driving a massive 
flight to quality: way ahead of competition, this is where Agora wins.

Alex MacDonald Vitale - Titan Advisory AG, Founder & CEO

The Global Blockchain Congress was a great event for variety of 
Blockchain projects to meet and pitch to Investors in the ecosystem.

Thank you for the invite and hope to see you at the next version!

Ahmed Tehemar - Binance, Global Business Development Manager

It was a pleasure to speak at such a prestigious event with a cohesive 
network of metaverse enthusiasts and blockchain enablers. The hosting 
was excellent and provided an e�cient platform for communication 
between start-ups and angels/VCs. Thank you!

Deeban Ratneswaran - GD10 Capital, CEO

The event was incredibly well organized, and it was great to see so many 
high-caliber people in attendance. Thank you so much for all your hard 
work in putting it together. I'm already looking forward to the next one 
and can't wait to see what you have in store!

Zaher El Orm - DMCC, Executive - Crypto Centre

Agora’s 11th GBC was a great success for Wild Meta Earth: the occasion 
to finalize our seed round with the best partners!
 
Thanks again for a great organization and networking possibilities.

Adrien Moisson - Wild Meta Earth, Founder & CEO



It’s the first time that we come here to Agora’s GBC and it has been an 
amazing experience. We met so many investors, so many other 
start-ups and big players in the Web3 space. It is absolutely fantastic to 
be here in Dubai, so we look forward to actually coming back next year 
and making even more connections!

Sara Simeone - Niftyz, CEO & Co-Founder

The Global Blockchain Congress is a fantastic networking opportunity 
with a great mix of founders, investors and industry thought leaders. I 
especially enjoyed the strong focus on connecting startups and 
investors. Overall a fantastic event and great execution by the Agora 
team! Excited for the next events to come!

Tobias Bauer - Blockchain Founders Fund, Partner

It’s my first time here at Agora’s GBC and I should admit that I have never 
seen such a huge amount of quality and relevant people. This is an 
amazing selection of the best people from blockchain industry and I’m 
super happy to be a part of it.

Yana Levkovich - Blockchaincentre.io, Senior Consultant

This is the first time I attend Agora’s GBC in Dubai & I really enjoyed 
being here with likeminded people. Overall, I really had a great 
experience, especially meeting very diverse people from di�erent 
industries of blockchain. Looking pretty much forward to the next event 
to attend!

Sarah Abuagela - Ceras Ventures, Head of Investment
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