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A STONE’S THROW 
FROM THE SEA
The striking character of ME Sitges 
Hotel relaunches a small Catalan 
seaside resort, making it a very 
appealing tourist destination. ME Sitges 
Hotel’s story has lasted for more than 
100 years. It was opened around 1930 
in the same-name town 40 kilometers 
south of Barcelona and today is 
part of the ME by Meliá hotel chain. 
The facility, originally named Hotel 
Terramar, was inspired by the Catalan 
modernist style, and was designed to 
accommodate holiday makers belonging 
to the rich classes. Large halls and a 
park for walking were just some of 
the amenities offered, all details that 
were destroyed in 1960 to create a 
hotel suitable for welcoming the ever-
growing mass tourism. The original 
facade and most of the decorations 
were embedded in the sea-facing 
mastodon which today, after the 
acquisition by the Spanish chain, stands 
out with its new contemporary look 
designed by Lagranja. The renovation of 
the hotel, modern interpretation of local 
traditions, restored it to its former glory. 
Lagranja Design designed furniture and 
custom solutions for the ME Sitges, 
focusing entirely on the recovery of 
traditional crafts and materials typical 
of the Mediterranean area, such 
as terracotta, wood, woven rattan. 
The color palette consisting of earth 
tones, beige and grey is completed 
by multicolored upholstered furniture, 
chosen in different pale colors. 
The hotel’s ground floor was conceived 
as a space open to the public, that 
must be crossed to reach the restaurant 

or the sea-facing terrace. To achieve 
this result they had to work on the 
structure of the building, moving to the 
bottom the vertical connections (stairs, 
elevators) and forward the reception 
desk. The only environment that 
preserved the original finishes dating 
back to the the XIX century is the Salon 
Real, a wide ballroom that can host 
banquets and private events; plaster 
decorations and majestic chandeliers 
make the space something different 
compared to the other parts of the 
facility. The communal areas continue 
in the basement, hosting the Spa, the 
gym and another event room, and on 
the rooftop, where a swimming pool 
and a cocktail bar has been created. ME 
Sitges has 213 rooms spread over six 
floors. To follow the morphology of the 
building, the designers had to develop 
18 different layouts; the interiors of the 
rooms, however, are linked together 
by the chosen furnishings, mostly 
custom-designed. The most prestigious 
accommodations are those with sea 
view, equipped with private balconies 
with two-tone herringbone ceramic 
flooring, a detail evoking the traditional 
style of Catalan homes. (F. T.)
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