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Twenty Years Nexus Institute

What is most meaningful and valuable, can often not be taken for  
granted. That is one of the many paradoxes of our lives. Everything 
of value is without defence and accordingly, needs to be shielded 
from the ineradicable and destructive forces that are part of our 
human nature: peace from war, love from hate, justice from  
injustice, freedom from tyranny, truth from falsehood, reason from  
stupidity…

European humanism is an ideal of civilization which places spiritual values such as 
freedom, truth, beauty and friendship at the forefront for the sake of human dignity, 
and enlightens us on the meaning of art, the cultivation of the soul, the love of 
wis dom and everything else that a free and just society requires. Nevertheless, the 
survival of this cultural ideal is all but a given. Friedrich Nietzsche predicted univer-
si ties repudiating this universitas-ideal; Virginia Woolf and Ray Bradbury prophesied 
the end of our book culture; Aldous Huxley and Herbert Marcuse foretold the 
consequences of the triumph of science, technology and vulgarity; Franz Kafka and 
Max Weber envisaged what happens when a society is dominated by the empty 
opportunism of bureaucrats and managers, who consider power as an ultimate form 
of self-gratification.

The Nexus Institute was founded in September 1994 to open up the world of Euro-
pean humanism to a wider public, with all the means at our disposal. Yet every thing 
that aims to counterbalance the spirit of the age is facing resistance by default. The 
survival of Nexus and its blossoming into one of Europe’s leading think tanks is the 
result of the unremitted support of, first of all, a number of prominent international 
intellectuals, artists, scientists, diplomats and politicians with a long-stan ding associa-
tion with the Institute; second, of those thousands of people, including  a growing 
number of young people, who are tired of modern stupidity and small-mindedness; 
and last but not least of the wise counsel and active involvement of some kindred 
spirits and of the provision of appropriate funding, especially from our main sponsor 
since the foundation: Tilburg University.

Will the world change? Is there a future for the European ideal of civilization? The 
signs of our times are not promising. However, this is never a reason to give up. On 
the contrary! Goethe already acknowledged this law of life: Immer vorwärts!

Rob Riemen
Founder & president Nexus Institute
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Programme

10.00 am Welcome Rob Riemen

10.05 am  Keynote lecture Paul Wolfowitz

11.00 am  i. wa r 
Panel discussion with Paul Wolfowitz, William Fallon, James Steinberg,  
Lilia Shevtsova, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Dan Diner and  
Horia-Roman Patapievici moderated by Rob Riemen

12.30 pm  Lunch

01.30 pm  Musical intermezzo Andreas Scholl and Tamar Halperin

02.30 pm    i i. p e ace 
Panel discussion with Lila Azam Zanganeh, Hassan Mneimneh,  
Avishai Margalit, Michael Ignatieff, Robert Cooper and  
Masafumi Ishii moderated by Rob Riemen

04.00 pm Drinks reception

05.00 pm End of programme

Registration

To attend the Nexus Conference please register online at www.nexus-instituut.nl. 
The entrance fee includes refreshments during the lunch and drinks reception.

The Conference is held in English.

The speakers will turn their conference contributions into essays, which will ap-
pear in Nexus 68 in the fall of 2014. This issue (in Dutch only) can be pre-ordered 
through www.nexus-instituut.nl.

You may cancel your registration without charge in writing only by returning your 
tickets to the Nexus Institute before 8 September 2014. After this date, you will be 
charged the full registration fee.

The programme may be subject to change. Visit www.nexus-instituut.nl for the 
latest information on the Conference and its speakers.
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War and Peace 

i
Why war? How could it be that millions of people renounce their human emotions 
and common sense, lapsing into atrocious crimes such as murder, plunder, treachery 
and arson at the behest of a single person? Why do the masses answer to the 
ruling powers, when war would not exist if those who actually have to enter the 
battlefields refuse to go? What kind of force brings people into motion? And why 
do we believe in the magnificence of powerful men? Why do we not recognize 
how often powerful men are in reality insignificant? A baffled Tolstoy attempts 
to find an answer to these tantalizing questions in War and Peace, his epic story of 
Russia during Napoleon’s campaign in 1811-1812.

A hundred years on, Europe is faring well. In his chronicle Die Welt von Gestern 
(The World of Yesterday), Stefan Zweig has described how in these years the economy  
of Europe thrived, technical advancement accelerated the pace of life, and scientific  
discoveries and general optimism enhanced self-awareness. Zweig recalls the em-
bellishment of cities, the increased wealth, the introduction of bathrooms and tele-
phones in every household, the construction of libraries and new theatres, the im-
provement of people’s health as a result of sports and nutrition, the shortening of 
distances due to the use of cars and trains. People seemed younger and fashion more 
natural. In sum, progress was tangible to everyone while a European awareness  
emerged in all countries, a sense of European community arose opposed to the 
forces of nationalism. Thereupon Zweig concludes: ‘If you then wonder why this 
peaceable Europe plunged into a war in 1914, you will not find any sensible reason 
let alone an immediate cause.’ And yet it happened. The first world war originated 
in Europe, a war in which millions of people died and were maimed for life, for... ?

Hence the question had to be asked again: Why war? Sigmund Freud, a scien-
tist who had chosen to study the depths of the human psyche, wanted to find an 
answer to this particular question — an even more pressing matter to him as a Jew, 
having no illusions in regards to the consequences of millions blindly following the 
National Socialists’ Führer into an advocated world war. In 1930, Freud published 
his reflections on this question in his essay Das Unbehagen in der Kultur (Civilization 
and Its Discontents), starting with the following remark: ‘It is impossible to escape the 
impression that people commonly use false standards of measurement — that they 
seek power, success and wealth for themselves and admire them in others, and that 
they underestimate what is of true value in life.’ This is one of the causes for the 
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frustration and inaptitude present within society. Another reason is the awareness 
that social suffering and injustice could often be prevented, but hardly ever are. This 
frustration is rooted in our apparent impotence to defy our psychological condition, 
namely our innate aggression and death wish. When these urges govern our actions, 
we rapidly lose our ability to love and to be an empathic and social being. We trans-
form into destructive creatures, with an untamed desire to wage war. 

Ten years later, in 1940, Simone Weil published a brilliant essay that provides 
an answer to Tolstoy’s questions and proves Freud’s thesis by means of a reading of 
Homer’s Iliad. In L’Iliad ou le poème de la force (The Iliad or the Poem of Force) Weil 
writes: 

The true hero, the true subject, the centre of the Iliad is force. Force employed 
by man, force that enslaves man, force before which man’s flesh shrinks away. 
[…] For those dreamers who considered that force, thanks to progress, would 
soon be a thing of the past, the Iliad could appear as an historical document; for 
others, whose powers of recognition are more acute and who perceive force, 
today as yesterday, at the very centre of human history, the Iliad is the purest and 
the loveliest of mirrors. To define force — it is that x that turns anybody who 
is subjected to it into a thing. Exercised to the limit, it turns man into a thing 
in the most literal sense: it makes a corpse out of him. […] Here we see force 
in its grossest and most summary form — the form that kills. How much more 
varied in its processes, how much more surprising in its effects is the other force, 
the force that does not kill, i.e., that does not kill just yet. It will surely kill, it 
will possibly kill, or perhaps it merely hangs, poised and ready, over the head 
of the creature it can kill, at any moment, which is to say at every moment. In 
whatever aspect, its effect is the same: it turns a man into a stone. From its first 
property (the ability to turn a human being into a thing by the simple method 
of killing him) flows another, quite prodigious too in its own way the ability to 
turn a human being into a thing while it is still alive. He is alive; he has a soul; 
and yet — he is a thing.

When Simone Weil writes these lines, a second world war has erupted in Europe 
and countless numbers of people have been turned into a thing, having been seized 
by their aggressive instinct. On the authority of a cruel individual, they started mur-
dering, looting, committing arson and destroying. 

i i
After two world wars, Auschwitz, the Gulag and Hiroshima, Europe agreed on one 
matter: no more war. To avoid further bloodshed, the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights was formulated and several institutes were created: the United Na-
tions, the nato, the imf, the World Bank, the International Court of Justice, the 
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European Union. Democracy, economic growth, equal rights, freedom of expres-
sion, education, health care and social justice were embraced as the core values to 
be cherished, in order — first of all in Europe — to pave the way for peace in the 
hope that no war would occur ever again.    

i i i
Lev Tolstoy passed away in 1910, Sigmund Freud in 1939 and Simone Weil in 1943. 
Hence, none of them experienced how Western Europe embarked on its journey 
of nearly seven decades of peace. Western Europe was on its way to ‘eternal peace’, 
an ideal which Immanuel Kant considered within our reach, as a result of the in-
corporated values and the efforts of aforesaid institutions and the United States of 
America, in the words of Abraham Lincoln our ‘last best hope of earth’. The writer, 
the psychoanalyst and the philosopher, who all three persistently raised the question 
of why we wage war, offer a very different vision on what it is that warrants peace.

For example, Tolstoy wants to elucidate that the ruling elite do not at all act 
upon rational intentions and that their importance frequently is a make-believe mag-
nificence on which we should not fixate our hopes. What is more, we need to pose 
different questions in life. We should not raise questions concerning our interests, 
comfort and success, but we should raise moral questions instead: What shall I do 
with my life? What makes life meaningful? What is right? By posing these ques-
tions, we ought to cherish different values: we should not focus on materialistic 
values, but on spiritual values such as simplicity, truth, justice and beauty. Wounded 
in the war, facing his death, Prince Andrey discovers in War and Peace the ultimate 
source of peace: ‘Love? What is love?’ he thought. ‘Love hinders death. Love is life. 
All, everything that I understand, I understand only because I love. Everything is, 
everything exists, only because I love. Everything is united by love alone.’

Freud is mostly in agreement with these ideas. To him, thanatos, the desire for 
death, is counterbalanced by eros, the lust for life, the only force that is capable of 
resisting aggression and destructiveness. In Freud’s opinion, culture is vital to sup-
port eros in overcoming its eternal rival thanatos. This also is his answer to Einstein, 
when the latter asks for an explanation of how war can be avoided. In his long 
letter, published in 1932 under the title Warum Krieg (Why War), Freud postulates: 
‘Meanwhile, we may rest on the assurance that whatever makes for cultural devel-
opment is also working against war.’

Simone Weil is equally convinced of love being the only actual force capable of 
inhibiting the ossification of the human soul. Only through love, a soul comes to 
life and ‘the purest triumph of love, the crowning grace of war is the friendship that 
floods the hearts of mortal enemies. […] Nevertheless, these moments of grace are 
rare in the Iliad, yet they suffice to experience enormous feelings of regret regarding 
those matters that violence abolish and will abolish.’ 
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Tolstoy, Freud and Weil share the conviction that without culture, moral values   
and the cultivation of the human soul — the essential characteristics of European 
humanism — eternal peace will never exist despite our seven decades of peace.

iv
When the Nexus Institute was founded in September 1994, the following text from 
Marguerite Yourcenar’s Mémoires d’Hadrien (Memoirs of Hadrian) was chosen as its 
motto: 

I felt more and more the need to gather together and conserve our ancient 
books, and to entrust the making of new copies to conscientious scribes. This 
noble task seemed to me no less urgent than aid to veterans or subsidies to pro-
lific families of the poor; I warned myself that it would take only a few wars, and 
the misery that follows them, or a single period of brutality or savagery under a 
few bad rulers to destroy forever the ideas passed down with the help of these 
frail objects in fibre and ink. Each man fortunate enough to benefit to some 
degree from this legacy of culture seemed to me responsible for protecting it and 
holding it in trust for the human race.

Preserving books, reading, passing on the cultural heritage in order to assess the 
issues of the day against the wisdom of the past is what the tradition of European 
humanism entails. For this anniversary conference, in which we celebrate the twen-
tieth anniversary of the Nexus Institute, the theme of War and Peace was chosen. If  
Tolstoy, Freud and Weil are proven to be right, we should find enough reasons to 
pose some uncomfortable questions and critically assess the assumption that war will 
never befall Europe again. Furthermore, we have no time to lose to consider how 
we may prevent the ossification of people and the destruction of our world. 

First debate. War
The thought that a new war would never occur, is not new — as Zweig’s ‘world of 
yesterday’ witnesses. But as we are now well aware, cultural discomfort has been un-
derestimated, whereas the qualities of the ruling classes have been overestimated. The 
Australian historian Christopher Clark named the ruling elite in the age of World 
War i ‘sleepwalkers’. The question is: how competent is our current ruling  class? 
Which political culture dominates nowadays? In 1930-1932, the German writer 
and philosopher Hermann Broch published his trilogy Die Schlafwandler (The Sleep- 
walkers) with his analysis of ‘the loss of values’. How serious is the loss of values in 
our time? How strong is nihilism? And how vigorous is our democracy? What is our 
culture’s discontent? Which is the pathology of our age? Do the values and vision  
of humanity we now cherish suffice to preserve us from another war? Which forces 
(whether violent or not) govern our times? What is the impact of technology? 
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What role do the (social) media play? How strong is the European Union? How cru- 
cial a factor are the United States for peace within the European Union? How 
relevant is the nato? According to Tolstoy the central historical issue is: what is 
power? The follow-up question is: who hold the levers of power at present? And 
how are they using their powers? What are the modern threats to our peace? ‘Evil 
exists’, as president Barack Obama remarked in his acceptance speech of the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2009. That being the case, when is war a just war? When should 
idealism be replaced by realism? And, should war reoccur, what would it be like?

Second debate. Peace
In 1924, the Russian author Bulgakov concluded The White Guard, his novel on the 
Russian Revolution, with the following sentences: ‘Everything passes away — suf-
fering, pain, blood, hunger, pestilence. The sword will pass away too, but the stars 
will remain when the shadows of our presence and our deeds have vanished from 
the Earth. There is no man who does not know that. Why, then, will we not turn 
our eyes toward the stars? Why?’

To put Bulgakov’s question differently: how do we preserve our humanity? How 
can we prevent thanatos from turning us into stone? Dostoyevsky was convinced that 
‘beauty alone can save the world’. Is that true? And if so, why does hardly anyone 
believe this anymore? 

What are the true safeguards of peace in Europe these days? Could we, should we 
continue to rely on the European Union, the United States of America, the nato, 
The International Court of Justice? Are economic growth and western politi cal  values  
sufficient means to prevent us from getting caught in the grip of our death wish, or 
should we place our trust in technological advancement, which increasingly shapes 
our reality? What is civilization? Who are its keepers? Politicians, economists, busi-
nessmen, intellectuals or artists? And to what extent is religion still relevant for the 
survival of the European civilizing mission?

Ten years after World War i i, Thomas Mann, one of the last representatives of 
European humanism, concluded in his essay Versuch über Schiller (Attempt on Schiller), 
which proved to be his intellectual testament, that a new war, fought by ‘courtesy 
of a from stupidity drunken, neglected humankind, which tumbles towards its ruin 
boasting technical and sensational sporting achievements’, could only be prevented 
through the love of the beautiful, the true and the good; inner freedom; art and 
deference to human existence. If this is true, if Mann and Freud are correct in con-
sidering continued cultural development and the cultivation of humanist values as 
the only instruments that can preserve us from war, which opportunities exist for 
acquainting ourselves with this culture at a time when neither education nor our 
political elite seem genuinely interested in culture? And, finally, if eros, if love indeed 
is the major force opposing war, how can we, in a rather loveless society, learn once 
again what love is?

Rob Riemen
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Speakers

lila  azam zanganeh (France, 1976), daughter of Ira- 
nian exiles, is an acclaimed writer. She publishes in, among  
others, The New York Times, Le Monde, and La Repubblica. 
Together with Kofi Annan, Condoleezza Rice and Made- 
leine Albright, she serves on the board of overseers of the  
International Rescue Committee, an organization that 
responds to the world’s worst humanitarian crises and helps people to rebuild their 
lives. Through Words Without Borders, an organization which promotes cultural 
understanding through contemporary international literature, and Narrative4, a 
global organization headed by some of the world’s most renowned and influential 
artists and community leaders, she strives to promote the global exchange of stories, 
creating understanding by breaking down barriers and shattering stereotypes. Lila 
Azam Zanganeh is the author of The Enchanter: Nabokov and Happiness (2011) and 
is working on a novel entitled The Orlando Inventions, a rewriting of a medieval 
romance centered around a war lasting nearly fourteen centuries. In April 2014 she 
inspired the audience in the Nexus Masterclass ‘Love & Literature’.

robert cooper (United Kingdom, 1947) is a European  
top-diplomat who has been involved in the arbitration of 
a large number of geopolitical conflicts. For years, he was 
Tony Blair’s chief advisor on foreign policy; he was also 
the uk’s Special Representative in Afghanistan. Between 
2002 and 2007, Cooper was Director-General for Exter-
nal and Politico-Military Affairs at the General Secretariat of the Council of the 
European Union. He was then involved with the foundation of the European Ex-
ternal Action Service, the eu’s diplomatic service, of which he is now a Counselor. 
He served until recently as Special Advisor to Catherine Ashton, High Representa-
tive for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy for the European Union. His concept 
of ‘failed states’, as described in The Post-Modern State (2000) and The Breaking of 
Nations: Order and Chaos in the Twenty-First Century (2003), has turned out to be of 
great political influence. In 2004, Robert Cooper participated in the Nexus Con-
ference on the politics of European values and he published an essay in Nexus 51.
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dan diner (Germany, 1946) was born into an Eastern-
European Jewish family in München, shortly after the 
war. He was raised in Israel and Germany and is counted 
among today’s most eminent historians. He is Professor of 
History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Direc-
tor of the Simon Dubnow Institute for Jewish History 

and Culture at the University of Leipzig. His studies on the European history of the 
twentieth century, Beyond the Conceivable (2000), Cataclysms: A History of the Twen-
tieth Century from Europe’s Edge (2008) and his recent Zeitenschwelle: Gegenwartsfragen 
an die Geschichte (‘Time’s Threshold: Contemporary Issues in History’, 2010), are 
widely perceived as some of the most thorough and insightful reflections on the 
ways in which we should discuss the major tragedies of this period, namely the two 
world wars and the Holocaust. They reflect the author’s belief that these traumatic 
events transcend traditional patterns of historical understanding and question the 
idea that victims and perpetrators, whose memories shape the distortions of histori-
cal narrative in ways often diametrically opposed, operate in the same conceptual 
universe. Diner argues that these groups offer an insight into the way in which  
rationality — and subsequently understanding — of both perspectives should be 
read in relation to major traumatic events, such as war and war effects.

william fallon (United States, 1944) is an American 
four star admiral, who retired from the us Navy after a 
distinguished forty-year career of military and strategic 
leadership. He has led us and Allied forces in eight separate  
commands and played a leadership role in military and  
diplomatic matters at the highest levels of the government.  

As head of us Central Command, Admiral Fallon directed all military operations 
in the Middle East, Central Asia and Horn of Africa, focusing on combat efforts 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. He previously led us Pacific Command  for two years, and 
was serving in the Pentagon as Vice Chief of the Navy on September 11, 2001. At 
present, Admiral Fallon is Chair of the Advisory Board at the Center for Inter-
national Studies at mit, a partner in several businesses and Chairman of a cyber 
security company. He serves as a member of the us Secretary of Defense Science 
Board and of the American Security Project. 
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jean-marie guéhenno  (France, 1949) is a diplomat. 
He was Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations  
for Peacekeeping Operations between 2000 and 2008. In 
2012, he worked with Kofi Annan as deputy joint special  
envoy for Syria. He soon concluded that the political  
interests of the us and Russia diverge to such an extent, 
that a peace treaty is not feasible. He is chairperson of the Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue, one of the rare international organizations which enters into dialogue 
with terrorist groups in the belief that results can be obtained through diplomacy 
rather than military power. Guéhenno published several essays on international  
relations in addition to his acclaimed books La fin de la démocratie (1993) and L’avenir  
de la liberté. La démocratie dans la mondialisation (1999). He currently works on his 
forthcoming book The Fog of Peace.

michael ignat i e f f (Canada, 1947) is one of the most 
well-known public intellectuals of our time who, both as 
a journalist and a politician, strives to bring the facts of 
reality to light. As an author, Ignatieff is known for his  
reflections on nationalism, ethnic consciousness and human  
rights, and their role in international conflicts. His books 
include important studies such as Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry (2001), The 
Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror (2004) and Fire and Ashes: Success and 
Failure in Politics (2013). Currently, Ignatieff is the Centennial Chair at the Carnegie  
Council on Ethics and International Affairs in New York and Professor of the  
Practice of Politics and the Press at Harvard. He has a long-standing relationship 
with the Nexus Institute: he participated in its very first conference in 1996 and has 
been a regular contributor at several other conferences. 

masa fum i i sh i i  (Japan, 1957) is the principal adviser 
on international conflicts to the Japanese government. 
He was born in Hiroshima, studied law in Tokyo and  
embarked upon a successful career within the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He was ambassador to Japan 
in London and Washington dc. Since 2013, he has been 
Director General of the International Legal Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.
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av i sha i  margal it (Israel, 1939) is a philosopher who 
has become famous for his ideas on social and ethical 
issues.  He has explored social constructions such as human 
dignity, memory as a constructive force and mo ral  respon - 
sibility in times of conflict in depth. Professor Marga lit  
wrote seve ral influential works, including The Decent  

Society (1998), Occidentalism: The West in the Eyes of its Enemies (2004), together with 
Ian  Buruma, and On Compromise and Rotten Compromises (2010). He was awarded  
the  Spinozalens (2002), the Israel Prize in Philosophy (2010) and the Dr. Leopold- 
Lucas-Preis (2011). In 1978 he was one of the founders of the Peace Now move-
ment. Just as Michael Ignatieff, Avishai Margalit participated in the very first Nexus 
Conference in 1996. Additionally, he gave the Nexus Lecture in 2004.

hassan mne imneh  (Lebanon, 1961) is an esteemed 
public intellectual in the Arabic -speaking world. Growing  
up in Lebanon, he experienced both prosperous peace 
and devastating war. He left Beirut for the United States in 
1986, studying at Georgetown and Harvard. In his work 
at the American Enterprise Institute (2008-2009), the 

Hudson Institute (2009 -2011) and the German Marshall Fund of the United States 
(since 2011), he is committed to the realization of a transformed Arab culture in 
fairness and at peace with itself and the world. His personal experiences in war-torn  
Lebanon strengthened his belief in the need for collective self-examination and the 
recognition of the opponent’s human dignity. Furthermore, he stresses the necessity 
of a paradigm shift in the political culture of the Arab world, away from reductionism  
and paternalism. Mneimneh remains one of the few voices in the Arab media to  
acknowledge Israeli as well as Palestinian rights. Considering radical Islamism as both 
a continuation of isolationist escapism and an imminent global threat, Mneimneh  
actively supports the empowerment of local players withstanding its lure. Despite 
impediments, he continues to see the ‘Arab Spring’ as a positive transformative 
movement, offering the region access to a new political culture.
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hor ia-roman patap i ev ic i (Romania, 1957) is a  
physicist, essayist and a living example of the curious,  
polyglot, European humanist. His cultural and scientific  
interests range from physics and philosophy, to theology,  
mathematics, history, literature, poetry and music. A 
supporter of libertarian economic policies, invested in  
social ideas and known for his defiant attitude towards Romania’s communist  
past, Patapievici served as a member of the National Council for the Study of the  
Securitate Archives between 2000-2005, supporting openness regarding the secret 
service’s files — against governmental opposition — in the hope to come to terms 
with its tainted legacy. Between 2005 and 2012, he headed the Romanian Cultural  
Institute, resolutely defending its right to be free of governmental interference 
and radically promoting individual initiatives abroad instead of a one-dimensional  
image of Romanian culture. Since 2004, he has served as the editor-in-chief of the 
cultural journal Idei în dialog. Patapievici’s books, mostly dealing with contemporary  
ideologies and modernity, include Omul recent (‘The Recent Man’, 2001) and  
Discernamântul modernizarii (‘Insight into Modernization’, 2004). 

l i l i a shevtsova  (Ukraine, 1949) studied political   
science in the former ussr and became the Deputy 
 Direc tor of one of the main Soviet think tanks. After  
the collapse of the ussr, she held several key-positions  
at research centers in the newly emerged Russian 
republic  and taught at Cornell, Georgetown and Berke-
ley. Shevt sova was the founding Chair of the Global Council on Russia’s Future 
at the Davos World Economic Forum and regularly participates in the Bilderberg 
Club meetings.  In 1995, she joined the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, at which she holds a combined position as Senior Associate in Washington 
and Chair of the Russian Domestic and Political Institution Program at the Carn-
egie Center in Moscow. She published numerous essays in leading papers, including 
the Financial Times, Washington Post, Le Monde and Die Zeit. Shevtsova is the author 
of twenty books on the transition history of Russia, its leaders and the relationship 
between Russia and the West, among which Putin’s Russia (2005) and Lonely Pow-
er: Why Russia Has Failed to Become the West and the West is Weary of Russia (2010).



14

james st e inberg  (United States, 1953) is an influen tial 
American Democratic policy advisor, essayist and histo-
rian, currently holding the position of Dean of the Max-
well and Professor of Social Science, International Affairs 
and Law at Syracuse. Prior to becoming Dean in 2011, he 
served as principal Deputy Secretary of State to Hillary 

Clinton. His expertise in public affairs and foreign policy resulted in leading posi-
tions at several prominent institutes, including the Lyndon B. Johnson School of 
Public Affairs and the Brookings Institution, where he supervised a wide-ranging 
research program on us foreign policy. He also acted as Deputy National Security 
Advisor to President Bill Clinton from 1996 to 2000, during which he was the presi-
dent’s personal representative to the 1998 and 1999 g8 summits. He authored  with 
Michael O’Hanlon the book Strategic Reassurance and Strategic Resolve: u s-China   
Relations in the 21st Century (2014) and has published with Kurt Campbell Difficult 
Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power (2008). 

Ambassador paul wolfowitz (United States, 1943) is  
a distinguished diplomat, politician and intellectual. Prior  
to completing a doctorate in political science at the  
University of Chicago, he studied mathematics and che-
mistry. In addition to an educational career — he was 
Dean of the Johns Hopkins University School of Ad-

vanced International Studies for seven years — and his two years as President of the 
World Bank, Paul Wolfowitz is principally known for his active involvement in us 
diplomacy and foreign policy. He worked for 24 years as an expert on foreign affairs 
and national security in government service under seven us presidents, in both the 
State and Defense Departments. After focusing on East Asia in the 1980s, where 
he had the opportunity to play a role in supporting democratic transitions in the 
Philippines, South Korea, Taiwan and Indonesia, Wolfowitz played a leading role in 
developing us strategy for the liberation of Kuwait and a post-Cold War defense 
strategy that enabled a shift from a global strategy to a regional one and a large-scale  
reduction in nuclear weapons. As Deputy Secretary of Defense under President 
George W. Bush, his responsibilities included supervising the development of the 
Defense Department budget and assisting in the development of policies to respond to 
the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Currently, Am-
bassador Wolfowitz is a scholar at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy 
Research and sits on the advisory boards of a number of organizations that support 
us veterans from the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as well as several commercial firms.
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Musical intermezzo

andreas scholl (Germany, 1967) is an acclaimed 
countertenor. With his famously strong and clear 
voice and his exceptional vocal range, Andreas Scholl 
performs the great works of the Baroque and Renais-
sance in a truly unique way. Scholl grew up in a musi-
cal family and started singing in choirs at a young age. 
He was educated at the Basel Music Academy and rose to public acclaim as a singer 
in 1993, when he performed in Bach’s St John Passion. He has since worked with 
celebrities such as Ton Koopman, Christopher Hogwood and John Eliot Gardiner, 
performing in the world’s leading concert venues and at the most influential festi-
vals. Scholl won a number of prizes, including two echo Awards (1999, 2005), an 
Edison Award (2002), a Grammy nomination and a bbc Award (2012). His Bach 
Cantatas (2012) with the Kammerorchester Basel were hugely successful with both 
the critics and the audience. He has released more than 60 extraordinary recordings, 
the most recent being Wanderer. In 2012 he spoke at the Nexus Symposium ‘On 
Beauty and Truth in Music’.

tamar halper in  (Israel) is a pianist and harpsichordist.  
With a repertoire that ranges over five centuries, she 
performed as a soloist with various chamber groups all 
over the world, often collaborating with distinguished 
musicians and ensembles, including Michael Wollny, 
Jimmy McNeely, Laurence Cummings, Idan Raichel, 
the English Concert Baroque Orchestra and the New York Philharmonic Orches-
tra. She received her musical education at Tel Aviv University, the Basel Music 
Academy and at Juilliard, where she obtained a doctorate with her research on J.S. 
Bach in 2009. While the focus of her activities is on Baroque music, Halperin is also 
an enthusiastic performer of classical and contemporary, pop and electronic music. 
She received numerous awards, among which, the Presser Award (2005), the Eisen-
Picard Performing Arts Award (2006, 2007) and two Jazz echo Awards (2010, 
2014). Most recently, she recorded with countertenor Andreas Scholl an album titled  
Wanderer, with works by Haydn, Mozart, Schubert, and Brahms.
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Nexus Institute  
Keep the European cultural heritage alive!

The Nexus Institute cherishes the European humanist tradition and strives to keep 
the European cultural heritage alive by stimulating an informed discussion on  
universal questions and contemporary issues. To this end, the institute organizes 
conferences, lectures and master classes and publishes thought-provoking essays by 
international intellectuals in the Nexus Library series. The journal Nexus, published 
three times a year, compiles engaging cultural-philosophical essays by the world’s 
foremost scientists, philosophers, artists and politicians.

Would you like to support our efforts to keep the European cultural heri-
tage alive?

Subscribe to the journal Nexus
Subscribe to the cultural-philosophical journal Nexus. A yearly subscription is  
€ 65,00 and offers a considerable discount on the Nexus activities and a welcome 
gift.

Join Nexus Connect
Under 36? Join Nexus Connect! For only € 50,00 a year you are part of the Con-
nect community; you enjoy a large discount on the activities of the Nexus Institute, 
entry to the exclusive Connect meetings, and a subscription to the cultural-philo-
sophical journal Nexus.

Become a Friend of the Nexus Institute
The generous support of the Friends of the Nexus Institute enables us to continue 
and expand our activities. Are you committed to the European humanist tradition 
and would you like to contribute to keeping it alive? Please do not hesitate to con-
tact us for a personal advice.

www.nexus-instituut.nl

po box 90153 | 5000 le  Tilburg, The Netherlands | +31 (0)13 - 466 3450

info@nexus-instituut.nl 
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