
Running self-organised spaces and platforms 
has become an artistic-creative practice in its 
own right. In Rotterdam there are more than 
one hundred of them. This symposium aims 
to strengthen their network and create space 
and time for addressing issues that concern all 
self-organisers: which kind of autonomy do we 
have? Which types of participation - of living, 
working and being together - can we develop? 
How open are we to larger communities and 
changing demographics? How do we relate to 
the gentrification of the city? And how should 
established cultural institutions - including art 
schools like the Willem de Kooning Academy - 
adapt to facilitate self-organised practices? 

These questions will be explored in six work-
shops organised by and taking place at six 
different self-organised initiatives in rapidly 
changing neighbourhoods in Rotterdam. The 
outcomes of the workshops will be shared 
over a collective dinner and discussion at the 
Willem de Kooning academy in the evening.

The Autonomous Fabric is a long term  
research project on artistic self-organisation, 
initiated by the Willem de Kooning Academy 
and in collaboration with partners from the 
intricate network of self-organised initiatives 
in Rotterdam. The first symposium took place 
in February 2017. 

For more information and a mapping of  
the self-organised initiatives in Rotterdam: 

www.autonomousfabric.org  

In 2018 & 2019 this research project is  
supported by SIA/KIEM and Pictoright Fonds, 
together with partners Leeszaal West,  
HipHopHuis, Showroom MAMA and Stager. 



MORNING

Location: 
Verzamelhuis ‘t Klooster – Afrikaanderplein 7

09:30h - 10:00h    Doors open & registration

10:00h - 12:00h      Welcome and statements 
by Demy Koetsier,  
Tara Lewis and Sami  
Hammana. Looking  
back at the previous 
Autonomous Fabric  
symposium, February 
2017. Introduction to the 
6 afternoon workshops. 
Moderation:  
Nathalie Hartjes and 
Florian Cramer

AFTERNOON

Location:   Niffo / Poortgebouw / Rib /
Tante Nino / Varia / Wolfart

12:00h - 12:30h      Move to 6 different  
initiatives for workshops 
(walk or bike).

12:30h - 13:00h      Lunch at initiative  
provided by WdKA  
FOOD STATION

13:00h - 17:00h      Workshops taking  
place at 6 self-organised 
initiatives. (see workshop 
descriptions)

EVENING

Assemble at: Willem de Kooning Academy, 
research station – Wijnhaven 61

18:00h - 20:00h     Collective dinner  
provided by EAT ART 
Collective. Sharing the 
outcomes of the 6  
workshops and group 
discussion. Moderation: 
Teana Boston-Mammah 
and Maurice Specht

18:00h - 21:30h      Performances by students 
of WdKA. Underbelly shop

                                 
20:00h - 21:30h    Drinks



Feijenoord: A collective  
science-fiction / visionary 
fiction writing workshop 

Location:
Poortgebouw, Stieltjesstraat 38  
(Feijenoord), 13:00h - 17:00h

Organised by and with:
Poortgebouw, On the Point

Description Workshop:
In the introduction Imarisha states, 
“Whenever we try to envision a world 
without war, without violence, with-
out prisons, without capitalism, we are 
engaging in science fiction.” Through 
the workshop, we can think of fiction 
not as pure escapism, but as a means of 
collecting the abundance of visions and 
imaginations, which stem from current 
issues and challenges. Therefore, rather 
than coming up with ideas and solutions 
individually, or in isolation, the work-
shop encourages that participants both 
identify the issues and then explore 
possible solutions to the issue, through a 
collective ideation process.



The neighbour  
and the stage actor

Location:
Rib, Katendrechtse Lagedijk 490B  
(Charlois), 13:00h - 17:00h
 
Organised by and with:
Rib, students of Erasmus University Arts  
& Culture Studies 

Description Workshop:
In the first part of the workshop students 
of EUR Arts & Culture studies will present 
the outcomes of their research on the 
relation between artist-run initiatives  
and gentrification in the Charlois area, 
followed by a walk around the block where 
we will look at activities and works that 
are being developed in and around Rib. 
With these examples in mind, during the 
second part of the workshop partici-
pants will converse around the following 
questions:
 
What is the value of non-formalised 
ties between all kinds of inhabitants in 
a neighbourhood? Autonomy from what 
or whom? What is selective autonomy 
and how can it lead to social exclusion 
and stimulate gentrification? What is 
guilt-ridden creativity, and what does 
guilt-ridden creativity produce in such 
neighbourhoods?



Binary Gender Podcast 

Location:
Tante Nino, van der Takstraat 102B  
(Noordereiland), 13:00h - 17:00h

Organised by and with:
Tante Nino, Chicks And The City &  
Lexter Woodley
 
Description Workshop:
Inspired by the talk of Lexter Woodley,  
a PhD candidate in gender studies, and 
together with the one and only Chicks 
And The City local media project - for  
and by girls - we will explore the making 
of podcasts. Our group discussion will 
form a basis for the making of an exper-
imental in situ podcast. The podcast will 
be shared during the evening session.



A day out, what do you  
tell your grandchildren  
about April 12, 2019?
 
Location:
Niffo Galerie/Recycle Studio, Pretorialaan 
4B (Afrikaanderwijk), 13:00h - 17:00h
 
Organised by and with:
Niffo Galerie / Recycle Studio

Description Workshop:
During the Autonomous Fabric symposium, 
we will get to know the workings of Niffo 
in a hands-on way. We will take a walk 
through the Afrikaanderwijk where Niffo is 
located. Through taking pictures, making 
drawings and writing texts, we will create 
material for discussion. Later, we will be 
joined by guests who will investigate the 
position of the observer in more depth. 

The ‘bad neighbourhood’, as the Afrikaan-
derwijk is sometimes being called, needs 
to be ‘improved’ according to policymak-
ers. What does that mean for the present 
population and for the dynamics of this 
area? Do the people have to ‘improve’? 
And according to which criteria? 



Collective Autonomy

Location:
Wolfart, Wolphaertstraat 25-C  
(Charlois), 13:00h - 17:00h

Organised by and with:
Wolfart, Stichting NAC

Description Workshop:
The workshop investigates existing 
forms of autonomy within self-organised 
collectives. Through sharing experienc-
es, providing examples and collective 
analyses, participants are invited to 
create a common understanding of what 
autonomy means within self-organised 
collectives. 

Can this inventory strengthen an  
alternative positioning for self-organised 
collectives within the field of the arts?



Dear Cultural Initiative,  
there is an elephant in the 
room - addressing our  
digital dependencies as 
self-organised spaces.

Location:
Varia, Gouwstraat 3 (Charlois), 
13:00h - 17:00h

Organised by and with:
Varia, De Player

Description Workshop:
One of the big contradictions of the scene 
of self-organised cultural initiatives is that 
we are extremely reliant on corporate 
social media when it comes to our digital 
presence. For example, it seems both 
unthinkable and inescapable to organ-
ise an evening without a corresponding 
Facebook event, or to plan that evening 
without Google Docs or coordinating 
via a Whatsapp group. This workshop is 
a moment for some out-of-the-cloud 
thinking. Departing from a discussion 
on this situation and its causes, we will 
try to imagine and formulate the digital 
infrastructures that shape our everyday 
cultural practices and online socialities. 
The workshop will touch upon alternative 
tools and approaches, from federated and 
community-owned social media platforms, 
to hosting cooperatives, free software 
philosophy and feminist understandings of 
the internet.




