> UNITED will produce a European report after the
Action Week, including as many of the activities
that took place as possible. The report is spread
throughout Europe to support NGOs in reporting to
their sponsors and to inspire action for next year.
You can order copies of last year’s report for inspira-
tion and motivation.

DO YOU NEED MORE INFORMATION?

UNITED can provide you with useful information:

> You can order a copy of the European Address Book
Against Racism to find like-minded organisations in
other countries, or in your own country (also avail-
able online).

> You can phone or e-mail the UNITED secretariat to
find out who else is organising something.

> You can check the UNITED website to order the
campaign poster, or other campaign material to use
in your own way.

> A full list of anti-racism magazines can also be found
in the European Address Book Against Racism and
on the UNITED website.

> If you need to find more anti-racism news, Internet
is a wonderful medium.

HOW YOU CAN HELP UNITED
Help us make the media release exciting! Announce

your activities to us! Send us your ideas, invitations,
leaflets and posters before the activities take place.

Help us make the post-campaign report complete and
effective. Make sure your activity is included! Send us
reports, newspaper articles, photographs, etc. after
the event for the European report. The material does
not have to be in English. And last but not least: just
let us know what you need.

WE ARE UNITED

UNITED for Intercultural Action is the European net-
work against nationalism, racism, fascism and in
support of migrants and refugees. Racism, national-
ism, fascism, discrimination, restrictive migration and
asylum policies, these issues have a European dimen-
sion. It is important to fight intolerance on all levels.
Linked through UNITED, more than 560 organisations
and youth organisations from a wide variety of back-
grounds, from all European countries, work together
on a voluntary basis. They base their cooperation on
common actions, shared activities and on mutual re-
spect. UNITED is and will remain independent from
all political parties, organisations and states, but
seeks an active co-operation with other anti-racist
initiatives in Europe. Through the UNITED network
organisations meet each other, work on common ac-
tions and share information. European-wide action
weeks and campaigns are planned and discussed at
UNITED conferences. Like-minded organisations meet
each other at such conferences and work together
on specific projects and on specific topics. The work-
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ers at the secretariat are in constant contact with the
network organisations, ensuring that information and
proposals for action are transmitted rapidly.
Information is received from more than 2000 organi-
sations and mailings go out to about 2500 groups in
Europe. If you want to get involved discuss the ideas
and aims of the UNITED network within your organi-
sation. Let us know that your organisation would like
to join or to receive information. And add UNITED to
your mailing list!

Czechia March 2008 Workshop by a blind women in the frame of a row of
activities focused on intolerance and discrimination on different grounds

UNITED IS SUPPORTED BY
more than 560 organisations from all European countries, many prominent indi-
viduals, private supporters and long-term volunteers from Aktion Siihnezeichen
Friedensdienste and Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.

Since 1992 financial support was received from various sponsors such as: Euro-
pean Commission (General Budget/Socrates/Grundtvig/Youth Programme/DG
Employment Social Affairs/ TACIS), Council of Europe (European Youth Founda-
tion/European Youth Centres), Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung, World Council of Churches,
Olof Palmes MinnesFond, Cultural Council Sweden, Ministry of Education Slovenia,
Green Group-, Socialist Group-, and GUE/NGL Group in the European Parliament,
European Cultural Foundation, Stiftung West-Ostliche Begegnung, Aktionsbiindnis
Gegen Gewalt, Rechtextremismus und Fremdenfeindlichkeit Brandenburg, Home
Office UK, Ministry of Interior-BZK NL, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs CH,
Ministry Foreign Affairs-BUZA NL, Vuurwerk Internet, Instituto Portugués da Juven-
tude, National Integration Office Sweden, Service Nationale de la Jeunesse Lux-
embourg, LNU - Norwegian Youth Council, Europees Platform Grundtvig, Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung, Youth Board of Cyprus, Federal Social Insurance Office (Dep. for
Youth Affairs) CH, Swiss Coordination Office of Youth for Europe, Federal Service
for Combating Racism (Fund for Projects Against Racism) CH, Migros Kulturprozent
CH, Comunidad de Madrid, Ministry of Youth and Sport of Azerbaijan, Swedish Na-
tional Board of Youth Affairs, Final Frontiers Internet, Dijkman Offset and others.
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***

COUNCIL CONSEIL
OF EUROPE DE LEUROPE

The information contained herein does not necessarily reflect the position nor
the opinion of our sponsors. Sponsors are not to be held responsible for any use
that may be made of it.

UNITED publications can be freely re-used, translated and re-distributed, pro-
vided source (www.unitedagainstracism.org) is mentioned and a copy is sent to
the UNITED Secretariat

UNITED FOR INTERCULTURAL ACTION
European Network against nationalism, racism,

fascism and in support of migrants and refugees
® Postbus 413 e NL-1000 AK Amsterdam

¢ phone +31-20-6834778 ¢ fax +31-20-6834582

¢ info@unitedagainstracism.org

e www.unitedagainstracism.org
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DIVERSITY ADDS VALUE

VALUE DIVERSITY

Population in Europe is becoming more and more diverse.
Internal and external migration processes are making it a
place where people of many different backgrounds share
their existence. Nowadays diversity seems to be consid-
ered worrisome rather than a potential growth. “Diver-
sity is beautiful” - that’s true and much more than that it

adds value to society, cohesion and development in any
aspect. What we need to understand is how to manage
diversity and not to be afraid of it. The magic formula is
to LOOK DEEPER and VALUE DIVERSITY to recognise what
is beyond the unknown and find out that there is a lot to
explore, to understand and to learn from each other.

We believe in future as a time of communion, when all
the people living in Europe offer their uniqueness to each
other as a gift and diversity is not seen as an obstacle
anymore; a future without discrimination and exclusion,
but with a mainstream culture based on intercultural re-
spect, solidarity and equal rights. With this goal, we stand
UNITED in our struggle to value diversity.

21 MARCH
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VALUE DIVERSITY

STOP THINKING BLACK&WHITE!

Our thinking is reflected in our actions: Europe’s current
general attitude is getting more violent and empathy is
killed by indifference. Although Anti-discrimination laws
exist in nearly every European country, authorities fail
to implement them. Minority groups in Europe, espe-
cially Roma and Muslims, face nowadays growing racist
violence, suffer under racial profiling and policing and
are excluded from having equal access to services like
housing, employment, health care and education. Ste-
reotypes and a culture based on the “clash of cultures”
theory are artificially created and promoted by defama-
tory media coverage. Hate speech is the language of ex-
tremists and populist politicians. All this facts contribute
to worsen the overall social situation in Europe and as
a result we all suffer under it. People who cannot find
a way to handle their fears follow populist and extrem-
ist leaders who are preaching easy solutions for much
more complicated problems. Increasing extreme-right
tendencies are not incidental problems; they are a broad
phenomenon of ignorance and violent communication
affecting society.

When it comes to the upcoming European Parliament
Elections in 2009, UNITED is very much concerned about
a general swing to the right by politicians in order to
catch votes, no matter which party they belong to. The
current attitude of European citizens is characterized
by mistrust, doubt and fear and overshadowed by the
nightmare of a general financial crisis. Only an empow-
ered civil society is able to overcome this hostile climate
and sustain peaceful social cohesion.

TOGETHER WE ARE STRONG!

Take this opportunity and be part of the European Action
Week against Racism. In this week hundreds of activists
throughout Europe join forces across borders to raise
awareness about the mentioned issues and celebrate di-
versity. We won’t keep silent watching how intolerance
is dictating our life, on the contrary we will raise our voic-
es against inequality and discrimination. Our message
needs to be visible to be recognised and therefore the
movement depends on your support. It’s up to every-
body, so “be the change you want to see in this world!”

{-22 MARCH ¢ EUROPEAN ACTION WEEK
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