
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

1 
 

Press release 

05.05.2014 

Beginning April 28, heat pumps in Poland emerge from the shadows 
of other RES technologies 

It may seem that over the last few years heat pumps in Poland have been left behind 

other devices and technologies using energy from renewable sources. The lack of clear 

recognition of heat pumps as devices using RES was a great obstacle and represented 

the major barrier in seeking support from policymakers.   

The Decision of the Minister of Economy as of April 4, 2014 on the method of calculating 

final gross energy consumption from renewable sources and the amount of electricity and 

heat from such sources is the first unambiguous document in the Polish law, according to 

which a substantial part of the heat provided by heat pumps is derived from renewable 

sources. The Decision defines, among others, the method to calculate the actual amount 

of heat generated by heat pumps from aerothermal, geothermal or hydrothermal energy.  

It states that: In case of heat pumps, while calculating final gross energy consumption 

from renewable sources in heating and cooling, what shall be applied are the guidelines 

for Member States on calculating renewable energy from heat pumps from different heat 

pump technologies pursuant to Article 5 of Directive 2009/28/EC, being the annex to the 

decision.  

Such provision is of fundamental importance for the heat pumps industry in Poland. For it 

is tantamount to the government's acceptance of the European Commission Decision, 

dated 1 March 2013, which establishes the guidelines for the Member States on calculat-

ing renewable energy from heat pumps from different heat pump technologies, pursuant 

to Article 5 of Directive  2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.  

According to Polish Organization of Heat Pump Technology Development, the published 

document is a very strong and unambiguous stimulus for the development of Polish heat 

pumps market. The Decision, which became effective on April 28 2014, substantially sim-

plifies the estimation of energy from renewable sources for heat pumps, which makes an 

important contribution for the work of the statistical institutes (Central Statistical Office of 

Poland). 

It is worth reminding that the European Parliament Decision to consider the energy pro-

vided by heat pumps as renewable energy according to the Directive 2009/28/EC recog-
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nized by the Polish government, defines that the minimum amount of Seasonal Perfor-

mance Factor (SPF) for heat pumps powered by electricity must amount to 2.5 at the 

efficiency of electricity production set at 45.5%. 

It means that the vast majority of heat pumps currently available on the Polish market are 

considered to be renewable energy sources, including heat pumps using air as a heat 

source. When it comes to heat pumps powered by thermal energy, the minimum SPF 

value must be 1.15. This also means that the vast majority of such type heat pumps use 

the energy from renewable sources. The Decision of the Minister of Economy of April 4, 

2014 is likely to become a breakthrough moment for the significance of heat pumps in the 

renewable energy sector in Poland.  It is undoubtedly a big chance for the market devel-

opment, and for increasing general awareness of the society in the field of heat pump 

technology as an attractive and very realistic alternative to conventional energy sources, 

in economical and ecological terms. The following comparison (pursuant to the Decision 

of Minister of Economy) shows the amount of energy from RES for the selected heat 

pump technologies using RES in a detached building with an area of 200 m2. 

 
Comparison of the RES production for different technologies 
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Comparison of the energy from RES for different technologies in a detached building with 

a heated area of 200 m2. 

 

The amount of energy from RES provided in the example indicates how attractive a heat 

pump will become in terms of energy production from renewable sources, eg. for the 

commonly used in Poland technology of heating utility water from solar thermal collectors.  

It is worth noting that the heat pump technology is one of the few, already availa-

ble, highly effective technologies, which enables to use the solar energy accumu-
lated in the summer also in the wintertime! In the future, when more and more of 

the electricity will come from renewable sources, the use of heat pumps will auto-

matically get closer to the ideal - using renewable energy sources exclusively. 

Complete absence of low emission, lowest operating costs among many technolo-

gies, or a positive impact on the stabilization of electricity grid load in Poland, are 

other extremely important arguments for the widespread use of heat pumps. 

PORT PC hopes that the legal changes described herein will shortly contribute to chang-

ing the policy of our country and the government agencies in promoting heat pumps, and 

that this will be followed by the real support for the heat pumps development in Poland. 

Source: PORT PC 

 


